
August 2023

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Rehoboth Christian School plays a vital role in children’s health by providing free and reduced price meals to students in
need. The following U.S. Department of Agriculture Programs are offered: National School Lunch Program and the School
Breakfast Program. Local school officials have adopted the following family size income criteria for determining eligibility for
free and reduced price meals and will offer meals to students that qualify according to the standards below:

The household size and income criteria identified below will be used to determine eligibility for free, reduced -price or
full-price meal benefits. Children from households whose income is at or below the levels shown here are eligible for free
or reduced meals. Children who receive Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), or Food Distribution Program
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Assistance, benefits are automatically
eligible for free meals regardless of income of the household in which they reside. Eligibility for a foster child is based on a
separate application and solely on the amount of the child’s “Personal use” income.

Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price policy, the designated approving official(s) will review applications and
determine eligibility. Parents or guardians dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision with the
approving official on an informal basis. Parents wishing to make a formal appeal may make a request, either orally or in
writing, to the fair hearing official, Verlena Livingston P O Box 41, Rehoboth, NM 87322, for a hearing on the decision. The
information provided by households is confidential. Meal benefits from the previous school year apply for the first 30 days
of the new school year or until a new application is submitted. After this time, children will revert to full price for meals.
Please contact the district office if assistance is needed with application materials in different languages.

You may apply for meal benefits if you become unemployed or your economic situation changes at any time during the
school year. If you have questions or need help, please call Darlene Stewart at 505.726.9608 You may also e-mail us at
dstewart@rcsnm.org

Sincerely,

Susan Eddy

Food Service Director

Non Discrimination Statement:
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices,
and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should
contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To
file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a
Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; fax: (202) 690-7442; or email:
program.intake@usda.gov This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

mailto:atdstewart@rcsnm.org
mailto:atdstewart@rcsnm.org
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HOUSEHOLD NOTICE FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEALS

National School Lunch/Breakfast Program
School Year 2023-2024

School: __________Rehoboth Christian School______________ Date: ________August 25, 2023___________

RCS Meal Prices SY 2023/2024

ALL Students eat FREE!
Every student is eligible to receive a reimburseable breakfast

and reimburseable lunch meal daily.
Only one meals per assigned serving session is allowed.

Non-Student / Adult charges
Breakfast $2.50 Lunch $3.50
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MEDIA CONTACT: Judy Robinson

judy.robinson@state.nm.us

505-469-5496

July 12, 2022

 

NM school meals free for most despite federal reversal

Keep Kids Fed Act reinstated co-pays for those on reduced-price plans

 

SANTA FE – About 57,000 New Mexico students who qualify for reduced-price school meals will continue eating for free because of

legislation championed by Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham to offset federally mandated co-pays.

 

House Bill 10, passed in the 2020 regular session, required the Public Education Department to cover co-pays that families in the

reduced-price meal program are expected to contribute toward the cost of their children’s school-based meals. The bill came with a

recurring $625,000 annual appropriation.

 

“Gov. Lujan Grisham pushed for this legislation because she wanted to make sure school meals would be free for as many New Mexico

students as possible,” Public Education Secretary Kurt Steinhaus said. “This safety net could mean the difference between a full belly and

an empty one for many of our kids, and you can’t learn on an empty stomach.”

 

The funding wasn’t needed the last two years and reverted to the state’s General Fund because federal pandemic legislation made school

meals free for every student, regardless of family income. 

 

The every-student-eats-free policy expired July 1 with implementation of the federal Keep Kids Fed Act, which President Biden signed on

June 25. This means that if New Mexico had not created the safety net in 2020 as part of Gov. Lujan Grisham’s hunger initiative, families

whose students qualify for reduced-price meals would resume paying copayments – just as families that do not qualify for any meal

assistance must resume paying for their children’s school meals just as they did before the pandemic. 

 

“New Mexico puts a priority on feeding our kids,” said Michael Chavez, director of the Public Education Department’s Student Success and

Wellness Bureau. “By covering these school meal co-pays, we’re giving hard-working families one less bill to worry about at the end of the

week while assuring them that their students will get the nutrition they need to be alert and ready to learn.”

 

Schools will be required to report the number of reduced-price meals served so the department can reimburse them for the amount of

uncollected co-pays, which are capped at 40 cents per meal.

 

Parents or guardians apply for free or reduced-price school meals through their children’s schools. Schools send the application form home

with students at the beginning of each school year, but families may request an application from their schools and submit it at any time. 
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Eligibility is based on household income and family size. Children from families with incomes at or below 130 percent of the federal poverty

level are eligible for free meals. Those with incomes between 130 and 185 percent of the federal poverty level are eligible for reduced price

meals. 

 

###

 

N.M. School Meals 

By The Numbers: 2022

 

179,737: Number of NM students who qualify for free school meals

56,683: Number of NM students qualify for reduced-price school meals

71%: Percentage of NM students who qualify for free or reduced-price meals

40 cents: Maximum co-pay for a school meal

$4.56: Federal reimbursement  for every lunch served

$2.61: Federal reimbursement for every breakfast served

$36,000: Approximate maximum income for family of four to qualify for free school meals

$51,000: Approximate maximum income for family of four to qualify for reduced-price meals

 

###

The New Mexico Public Education Department partners with educators, communities and families to ensure that all students are healthy, secure in their
identity and holistically prepared for college, career and life. Currently, the NMPED serves more than 317,000 students in 187 districts and charter
schools. Find an abundance of resources for administrators, educators, families and students at New Mexico Public Education Department or follow the
NMPED on Facebook and Twitter.

Judy Robinson | Deputy Communications Director

300 Don Gaspar Ave. | Santa Fe, NM 87501

c: (505)469-5496| HelpDesk: (505) 827-5800

Check us out here: NM PED News & Media
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