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Table Talk 
Dan Meester | Executive Director 

 
 

At the beginning of a new school year, we’re all asked to do new things. Students are trying to solve more difficult math 
problems or read more difficult words. Class discussions evolve to take on deeper levels of thinking. The band plays 
more complex songs. Teachers take on new subjects or classes that they haven’t taught before. Anytime we’re in 
situations like this, we risk failing—when despite our best efforts, things just don’t go the way we would like. 

And that is not a fun feeling for anybody. 

But how we respond to “failing” is far more important than getting everything right on the first try. As I was observing in 
Mrs. Bia’s middle school math class earlier this week, I saw a poster she had made for her room. It was all about the 
word yet and its power to reframe our responses to failing. It encouraged students to add the word yet to the negative 
statements that too quickly enter our minds: I don’t get it . . . yet. I can’t do this . . . yet. I don’t know . . . yet. I can’t do 
math . . . yet.  

Reframing our thoughts with yet demonstrates perseverance, optimism, faith, and a growth mindset. It’s a great 
reminder for all of us—that the ability to pick ourselves up off the floor, dust ourselves off, and try again is something 
that will set us down the path toward success in life. 

I used to teach a poem called 
“George Gray,” by Edgar Lee Masters 
that encouraged people to 
experience the fullness of life, 
despite the inherent risk of pain and 
failure. That poem reminds me of 
another image: 

May we all have the courage to keep 
going and shoot for the target, even 
when it’s hard—knowing that the only 
true failure is not to try at all. 

Together, 

Dan Meester, Executive Director 
 

 
 

https://poets.org/poem/george-gray
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Upcoming All School Events 

 
●​ Monday, September 1 - NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 
●​ Friday, September 5 -  12:45pm student dismissal (½ day) due to RCS Cross Country Meet 

 
 

All School Announcements 
 
From the Business Office 
Just a few beginning of the year housekeeping items: 

 
●​ Have you set up your FACTS account for this year? Please do this as soon as possible. Please go to 

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/46T5C to update your payment schedule for this year. (All families must 
have an account setup so we can post your tuition payments. You can choose invoice if you plan to pay at the 
administration building). If you need help please come into the administration office and we can help you. 

 
●​ Have you filled out the Free and Reduced Food Form yet?  A copy is attached at the back of this newsletter.  (All 

families need to fill one out). 
 

●​ Has your student gotten their sports physical if participating in Fall sports and handed it in at the High School?  
(Physical packets can be found on the website under athletics or picked up at the school.) 

 
We pray that you will all have a blessed and great year. 
Thank you. 
 
Job Openings 
We currently have a job opening in our food service department for a dishwasher/custodian. 
We also are taking applications for substitute bus drivers and substitute teachers. 
Please go HERE for more information and an application. 
Thank you. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19aOu9ZjrgNPdoSr-bkvXvqgpK2FITqgHHSF5Xmku9VQ/edit#bookmark=id.fj6ex4o3a8wm
https://online.factsmgt.com/SignIn
https://www.rcsnm.org/about/employment.cfm


 
 
 

Elementary News  
 
 

**No School Monday- Labor Day 
   Thursday- normal early release at 1:35 
   Friday- early release at 12:45 for RCS cross country meet 
 
Elementary and Middle school Drop-off/pickup 
If you are dropping off or picking up elementary and middle school students, please use the parent loop past the church 
and behind our building.  
 
In order to ensure that the elementary playground parking lot is as safe as possible for our PreK students, we will be 
implementing a parking permit for the morning drop-off.  Each family has received a yellow parking permit. Families 
who do not have a PreK student must use the parent loop for picking up students after school, not the playground or 
high school/church parking lots. Our elementary and middle school staff supervision is up by the parent loop.  
Thank you for helping keep our students safe and promote good traffic flow.  
 
 

Transportation Changes 
If transportation changes are necessary, please contact Val Peywa before 2:15 so that she has time to communicate 
with classroom teachers and students. 
 
 

Elementary PE (grades K-5) 
P.E. is held on Mondays (3rd, 4th, and 5th) and Fridays (Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd) each week. Please help students 
remember to wear appropriate attire and footwear that allows them to move comfortably when we are biking or in the 
Auxiliary Gymnasium.  Crocs, sandals, and boots are discouraged.  Students are also encouraged to bring a water bottle 
to class. 
 
Meet our Student Support Specialist, Jamie Frederiksen​

 
As we start the new school year, Mrs. Frederiksen is excited to work with students in Kindergarten 
through 6th grade, and extends a warm welcome! Please read the attached letter for more information 
about what she does and how to best contact her. 
 
Introduction Letter 
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This Coming Week: 
Monday- Labour Day, No School 
Tuesday- B Day 
Wed- A Day 
Thu- B Day, normal early release at 1:35  
Friday- A Day, early release at 12:45 for hosting cross country meet 
 
Elementary and Middle school Drop-off/pickup 
If you are dropping off or picking up elementary and middle school students, please use the parent loop past the church 
and behind our building.  
 
In order to ensure that the elementary playground parking lot is as safe as possible for our PreK students, we will be 
implementing a parking permit for the morning drop-off.  Each family has received a yellow parking permit. Families 
who do not have a PreK student must use the parent loop for picking up students after school, not the playground or 
high school/church parking lots. Our elementary and middle school staff supervision is up by the parent loop.  
Thank you for helping keep our students safe and promote good traffic flow.  
 
 

Transportation Changes 
If transportation changes are necessary, please contact Val Peywa before 2:15 so that she has time to communicate 
with classroom teachers and students. 
 
Meet our Student Support Specialist, Jamie Frederiksen​

 
As we start the new school year, Mrs. Frederiksen is excited to work with students in Kindergarten 
through 6th grade, and extends a warm welcome! Please read the attached letter for more information 
about what she does and how to best contact her. 
 
Introduction Letter 
 
 

Upcoming Events (MS only)  
Sept 10 - MS Volleyball Home -vs- Shiprock NW @ 5pm and 6pm 
Sept 12 - MS Cross Country Meet Away @ Laguna-Acoma 
Sept 15 - MS Volleyball Away @ Newcomb @ 5pm and 6pm 
Sept 17 - MS Volleyball Home -vs- Crownpoint @ 5pm and 6pm 
Sept 22 - MS Volleyball Away @ Navajo Pine @ 5pm and 6pm 
Sept 24 - MS Volleyball Home -vs- Wingate @ 5pm and 6pm 
Sept 27 - MS Cross Country Meet Away @ Newcomb 
Sept 29 - MS Volleyball Away @ Ch’ooshgai @ 5pm and 6pm 
 

 

 

Middle School Matters 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/10vtDJOZUci1xFJrVLIsaJpq5YKUryM6XeWxO4wTl03I/edit
https://www.rcsnm.org/schools/school-calendar.cfm


 
 
 
 

 High School Highlights 

 
 
Spotlight on the Community Service Class 
 
This year 11th graders will take a community service class with Mr. Ruthven. This one semester class gives students a 
unique look at a flourishing life by embracing the places and people in the community that are in need. This class takes 
Christ’s model of greatness-Christ equates personal greatness with servitude, and through this service a person can find 
flourishing. In order to find that life of flourishing students first examine what makes a healthy person and how that 
healthy person interacts with others. The interactions will find students working with many community organizations 
doing work that will benefit them greatly. Mr. Ruthven’s deep hope for his students is that they will grow as individuals, 
and find their identity and calling as God’s living images. This class and the work done will help students find that 
identity and will show the kingdom of God to many people in our greater community.  
 
Labor Day and Friday, September 5, 2025 
 
Labor Day is Monday, September 1.  We will not have school on Labor Day. Please use this day to spend extra time with 
family and friends and get some rest to fuel you and your family for the fall semester.  
 
On Friday, September 5, school will dismiss at 12:45 PM.  Rehoboth will host the David Charles Cross Country Meet. This 
is a very fun event, and you are welcome to join us cheering on our runners. Parent pick up for all K-12 students will be 
in the loop behind the middle school.  Bus loading will be on the Tse Yaniichii loop near the Fellowship Hall for that day.  
 
Advanced Placement classes, exams, and fees 
 
If your student is in 11th or 12th grade, they may be in an Advanced Placement (AP) class this year. Rehoboth offers AP 
Calculus, AP English, AP Precalculus, and AP US HIstory.  These classes are wonderful opportunities full of academic 
rigor. The classes work toward an exam that is given by the College Board in May. Early in the year AP students are 
asked to register for those AP exams; the deadline for ordering those exams is November 15, so if you or your student 
wishes to change their registration status please let Mr. Weidenaar or the AP teacher before November 15.  The AP 
exams are given by Rehoboth but are made by the College Board, so they come with an additional fee. That fee is $99 
or $62. The lower price is based upon your free and reduced lunch status, so filling out that form and turning it in at the 
administration office is very important. (You can find it on pages 14-15 of this Parent News).  The fees will be collected in 
the Spring.  
 
Technology use and conversations 
Rehoboth is a phone free school; at the beginning of each day students take a moment to store their phones in a box 
that is locked and placed in the office. Being separated from their phone gives students a chance to focus more on their 
classes and relationships. So far this has been a positive experience for our students.  You should ask your student 
about this policy and how they are feeling about it.  While you are at it, ask your student open ended questions like this 
about other areas of their technology life too.  Listen and think deeply about the ways technology shapes aspects of life 
and free time.   
 
Another conversation that is important to have with your student is one about the use of Artificial Intelligence that will 
attempt to think, and write, for students.  The temptation to use AI to think for students is great, and our students use 
AI frequently, sometimes for proper tasks and sometimes not.  One of the purposes of school is to develop critical 
thinking skills;  the assignments teachers give are meant to build those critical thinking skills. When Rehoboth students 

 



 

use AI on assignments, they are purposefully ignoring the practices that will make them better thinkers. Asking your 
student what they think of  AI is another great conversation. It would be great to ask how and why they use AI and if 
they realize what happens when they let AI do their thinking for them. While letting AI think for you is against what we 
would like to see at Rehoboth, we do acknowledge there are great uses of AI. Students who use AI to make a text more 
readable or readable for their reading level is a fantastic use of AI. This allows students to continue thinking, and it gives 
them more opportunities to think about what their classes are engaging in.    
 
Parent pick-up and drop-off 
 
If you are dropping off or picking up students from the high school, please park in the main parking lot of the high 
school/sports and fitness center. Convenient spots for pick up are the parking spots on the east side of the lot.  In the 
afternoon buses will be parked and loaded on the curb. Please ask your student to walk behind the buses to enter the 
parking lot.  
 
Sporting travel and academic work 
 
Athletes will be traveling and the Girls soccer tournament will take students out of classes this week. These are 
wonderful opportunities for athletic growth, travel times allow conversational opportunities that might not otherwise 
happen, and there are many more intangible benefits to these athletic endeavours.  However, students do need to be 
aware of the classes they miss for these trips. The best way for students to do this is to ask teachers what they will be 
missing, and teachers keep updated Google classrooms which have assignments and necessary materials. You should 
ask your students to share these Google classrooms with you so that you may keep up with what is happening and  
what might be missed.  
 
Grade reports 
 
The first grade report was sent to your email on Monday, August 25.  We do not have school on September 1st, but we 
will send out the grade report on Tuesday, September 2. Please look at that report and ask your student any questions 
you may have; it is important to do this early in the semester.  If you need to ask teachers any questions about the 
report, feel free to reach out.  
 
 
Seth Weidenaar 
High School Principal 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
Hello Parents and Students, 
 
 
We will have a career/college fair on October 15, 2025 for all RCS student grades 9th-12th. If you are interested in 
speaking/sharing about your career, please contact me to sign up. 
 
On October 16, 2025 we will host a college showcase with the Daniels Foundation (also partners with the ACE 
scholarship). The event will start at 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM in the High School LC. All RCS students are welcome to attend, 
we have also invited all local schools in sharing this great opportunity. Please see the event flyer attached.  
 
Seniors who would like to take the SAT on October 15, 2025. Please sign up by September 5, 2025. 
 
 
Camilla Lynch, Guidance Counselor  
 
 
 
 

 

 

High School Counselor’s Corner 



 
 
 

Inside Scoop 
                 Community Life & Admissions 

 
District code in Family Portal is:  RE-NM 

Family Portal: https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/ 
 
 
 
Welcome back for the 2025-2056 school year!  
My name is Kristen Rousseau and I am the new Admissions Coordinator. I hope the school year is going great for all 
students and families!  
If you’re having trouble creating a FACTS account, stop by my office (located in the Administration Building) and I can 
assist you. Thank you and have a blessed day! 
 
Also, we have a family resource page on our school website where you can find information such as the back to school 
packet, handbooks, school calendar, and parent news.  
 
 
 
Invitation to join the Multicultural Committee:  
We are gearing up for this school year’s events and we would like to invite any parents interested in joining the 
Multicultural Committee or if you would like to volunteer at any future events. We are always looking for parents, family 
members, and elders in sharing their gifts, talents, and knowledge.  
 
We gather once a week on Thursday’s in person or virtually if you are unable to meet on campus. The Multicultural 
Committee strives to celebrate the rich cultural diversity of our student body through inclusive events - creating 
opportunities for our community to explore, honor, and grow in appreciation of the many cultural heritages that reflect 
the Kingdom of God. The hours you dedicate can go towards your volunteer hours. For more information, you are 
welcome to contact any of the following members.  
 

●​ Verlena Livingston - vlivingston@rcsnm.org 
●​ Duane Yazzie [K-8th Librarian & EL PE Teacher] -dyazzie@rcsnm.org 
●​ Brenda Mike  [Middle School SALT assistant] - bmike@rcsnm.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/
https://www.rcsnm.org/admissions/schools/resources.cfm


 

 
 
 

PARENT VOLUNTEER PROGRAM (PVP): 
All families are required to complete 10 hours of volunteering for each school year. When completed with each 
volunteer opportunity, remember to log in those hours. Here is the PARENT VOLUNTEER FORM. Click on the link, 
answer the questions (there are two sections), make sure to click submit on the second portion. Parent Volunteer flyers 
with QR code are posted at the soccer field, window of Mr.Pete’s office, HS/MS/EL offices, concession stand and 
fellowship hall.  
 
A quick reminder…volunteer hours are 10 per family. Mom, Dad, Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents can also volunteer. 
However, each person needs to fill out a volunteer form of their hours every time it is completed. Also, please put the 
name of the teacher, coach, or principal that you are donating to or RCS staff who is responsible for the event and if 
you’re donating items to please list and give the amount of each item that was purchased. For every $15 spent on 
donations is 1 hour. (For example, $30 worth of candy bars and soda is 2 hours, $75 worth of candy bars, chips, and soda 
would be 5 hours).  
 
 
Thank you for completing your Parent Volunteer Hours: 
★​ Valarie & Kevin Jones 

 
 
 
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities: 

●​ Lunch servers needed in the Fellowship Hall from 11:15am to 12:40 pm. Here is the LINK to sign up.  
●​ Helping with the admission gate at any volleyball game, soccer game or upcoming home cross country meet in 

September. LINK to sign up. 
●​ Bring in concession stand items for fundraising 
●​ Purchasing an item off our RCS Staff Amazon Wish List 
●​ 2nd Annual END DWI and support Rehoboth June Camp 10k, 5k & 1 mile walk on Saturday, (Here is Sep 13, 2025

the LINK to sign up for parent volunteer opportunities with this event) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, stop by my office in the administration building, give me a call at 

505-726-9628 or email me at krousseau@rcsnm.org 
 

Verlena Livingston (Former Director of Community Life) is no longer associated with the admissions process, please 
send any questions or correspondence to Kristen Rousseau (Admissions Coordinator) 

 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddjAEXCl-RXFpRNevH0jqdgvAv1v8Q558KULlO0XbxS2Ibkg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YsMDv-rPWs98KTi-1F7ukE4vkcERYG0EWtAPXxLq5sw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yphQp53amNzPNoMvdfsTVls4HOm1YTJKGUVGR45lE74/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/1EGWMH4HZDTJG/ref=cm_sw_r_fa_wsv_PjJ.sb08R9JAN?
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BAAqGYhnXhRlWR28sr9vsrjhlX1UJVhqjv5lIcVQWws/edit?gid=0#gid=0
mailto:krousseau@rcsnm.org


 
 
 

       The staff in the Kitchen would like to welcome all returning and new students to the new School Year.  It started off 
with the Kitchen staff doing an awesome job adjusted to serving hot meals at the high School daily .  We are looking 
forward to working with you and serving  you some delicious food this  year.  Our Kitchen is looking for  a 
dishwasher/janitorial for our Fellowship hall  .  Thank you to all the amazing  volunteers that have come  to help serve 
our students during lunch. If you know of anyone or interested in serving please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
​ We are  encouraging kids to drink their milk and eat the food on their plates. Please encourage your kids to eat 
what is on their plate, remember they can speak up and turn down a food item as long as they have 3 items on their 
tray, one being a fruit or vegetable.   
                                                                      
                       "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." Psalms 46:1  
 

​​  

                                                 ALL kids eat FREE!  Take Advantage!     

                     

          Menu Week of  Sept.  01 , 2025 to Sept. 5 , 2025       

 

Food Service  

Monday 
 Sep 1, 2025

Tuesday 
 Sep 2, 2025

Wednesday 
 Sep 3, 2025

Thursday 
 Sep 4, 2025

Friday 
 Sep 5, 2025

Labor Day    

No School  

Assorted Cold Cereal 
and Toast , Fresh 

Fruit and Milk  

Bagels w/ Cream 
cheese, Fresh Fruit 
and MIlk  

Egg and Cheese Biscuit , 
Fresh Fruit, and Milk  

Smoothie, Graham 
Crackers, Fruit and 
Milk  

 

Enjoy our labor Day 

No School   

 

Tomato Soup w/ 
Grilled Cheese , 

Veggie Dippers, Fresh 
Fruit and Milk  

Salisbury Steak w/ 
Mashed and Gravy , 
Dinner Rolls, Green 
Beans , Fresh Fruit and 
Milk  

Chicken Sandwich, on a 
Bun , Pickles, lettuce, 
tomato, Crinkle Fries, 
Fresh Fruit and Milk  

Spaghetti, w/ Meat 
Sauce, Garlic Toast, 
Corn, Fresh Fruit 
and milk  



 

 
 
 

Deuteronomy 31:6  

Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, he is the one 

who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.  
 

Greetings everyone, a few things to note: 
 

Here is the Bus Schedule for Half Day on Sept 5th, 2025. 
●​ Please be 5-10 minutes early to your bus stop. Drivers are instructed to move onto the next 

stop after 2-3 minutes after the designated time on the bus schedule.   
●​ A reminder that Sept 5th is ½ Day of school due to the Cross Country Meet on Campus. Buses 

are scheduled to leave campus by 1:00 PM.   
 
 
 
 
 
Bus Schedule Links 
2025-2026 Bus Schedule 
2025-2026 Early Dismissal (Thursday PM) Bus Schedule 
 

For day of transportation changes, please contact the school 
before 2:15pm. 

●​ Val Peywa at 505-726-9675 for Elementary/Middle school  
●​ Shawna Begay 505-726-9632 for High School 

For permanent transportation changes please contact Darius Yazzie 
at dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org or 505-726-9622 
 
Darius Yazzie | Transportation Manager 

Email: dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org 

Phone: (505) 726-9622 

       

 

 

In Gear : Transportation 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10uVKhz3iRq8iqxI9JMFSi7LQhIPKWHkz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10d5APH3B9GRLn8CuA3dvh7UwT42TAsxW/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cDJu1Kni0PVODH4E_xdWTD_-avkNkdS/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org
mailto:dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org


 
 

I Believe: Athletics 
 

 
Welcome back to a New School Year! HS and MS Fall Sports will start soon. If you have any questions please contact 
your child’s coach. Contact Information is below. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me at 
adrianpete@rcsnm.org. Thank you and GOL LYNX!  
 

Volleyball - Charlene Chapman, cchapman@rcsnm.org 505-879-8191 

Boys Soccer - Phil Fredriksen, frederiksenphil@gmail.com 505-458-2705 

Girls Soccer - Neil Weeda, nweeda@rrcsnm.org 616-723-4525 

HS and MS Cross Country - Autumn Newell, ajnewell@rcsnm.org 505-862-3156 

Middle School Volleyball - Patricia Chavira (will send her contact info to MS Parents)  

Devotionals for athletes: https://www.fca.org/resources/personal-growt 

 
 
 
 

DATE HIGH SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Thursday, August 28 5:30pm- RCS Maria Hoelscher Girls Soccer 
Tournament Rehoboth vs. Blue Ridge(AZ) 
(see attached bracket) 

5:00/6:00pm - MS Girls Volleyball 
AWAY at Hozho Academy 

Friday, August 29 RCS Maria Hoelscher Girls Soccer 
Tournament 

 

Saturday, August 30 10:00 am - HS Boys Soccer AWAY @ Grants 
RCS Maria Hoelscher Girls Soccer 
Tournament 

 

Tuesday, September 2  5:00/6:00pm - MS Volleyball HOME 
vs. St. Bonaventure 

Wednesday, September 3 5:00/6:00pm - HS Volleyball HOME vs. 
Menaul (JV,V) 

 

Thursday, September 4 5:30 pm - HS Girls Soccer AWAY vs. ATC 
(Bosque School) 

 

Friday, September 5 RCS David Charles Cross Country Meet  

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:adrianpete@rcsnm.org
https://www.fca.org/resources/personal-growth


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We like to support our community, so if you have any events that you would like to add to Parent News please 
email the information to adminsec@rcsnm.org by Wednesday so it can be added to the Thursday edition of the 
parent news.    

 

Fliers: 

Free and Reduced Meal Form pg 1 & 2 (please fill out both) 

August 28 - 30 - Maria Hoelscher Girls Soccer Tournament Bracket 

New Mexico Suncats (U-14 Softball) 

August 29 - Library Teen Advisory Board 

September 5 - Library- Friday Night Vibes 

September 5-6 Praise God Music Festival 

September 10-11 Gallup McKinley County Humane Society Fundraiser 

September 13  END DWI Run/Walk ( Please see INSIDE SCOOP for parent volunteer hours opportunities for this 
event). 

October 16 - College & Financial Aid Showcase  

October 17/November 1 - Library- Teen Book Club 

Library - Teen Film Production 

San Juan Symphony Orchestra Schedule 

 

 

 

 

Community Events  

mailto:adminsec@rcsnm.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


	Elementary PE (grades K-5) 

