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Table Talk 
Dan Meester | Executive Director 

 
 

I teach one of our middle school advisory classes every morning here at Rehoboth. My 7th and 8th grade boys are great, 
and I’m really enjoying getting to know them. Today, we started with the first lesson of our Habitudes curriculum, which 
is a way to proactively instill the social and emotional skills our students need to flourish as people and leaders.  

Today’s lesson was called “Elephants and Splashes.” It dealt with the necessity of being able to recognize who we really 
are and what we may be feeling at any given moment—to be self aware. With that knowledge, we can better understand 
why we act certain ways and how we can take charge of our emotions and behaviors to use them for the good of 
ourselves and others. 

It’s good stuff—even for middle school boys who aren’t the most comfortable with talking about their emotions. 

But what I found really interesting today was the lesson’s “hook,” the reason it was called “Elephants and Splashes.” 

Years ago, in some remote villages in Thailand, people noticed that several young elephants had gotten left behind 
from their herd. The villagers and some scientists kept tabs on those elephants and caught up with them when they 
were adults with children of their own. They seemed to be like all the other elephant herds, with one unique difference. 

These elephants who had grown up on their own would drink differently than “regular” elephants. When they came to a 
stream or a pond to drink from, they would splash the water with their feet and their trunks to stir it up. It wasn’t a 
different kind of water than regular elephants would drink, and it wasn’t some kind of purification ritual to filter out 
anything harmful for the water. 

What the locals and the researchers finally realized was that these stray elephants had developed the habit shortly after 
being separated from their parents and their native herd. Without the nurturing of their mothers and fathers, these 
elephant calves did not want to bend down to the still water to drink . . . because that would mean looking at their own 
reflection.  

It’s a fascinating bit of research that reminds us of something true about humans too. We need love and nurturing from 
our mentors and family members in order to become comfortable with who we are and who God created us to be. Let’s 
make sure that Rehoboth remains a strong partnership between home and school—one that makes sure our children 
never have to be afraid of who they might see in the mirror. 

Together, 

Dan Meester, Executive Director  
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Upcoming All School Events 

 
●​ Monday, September 15 - Friday, September 19 - Hispanic Heritage Week (see attached flier) 
●​ Friday, September 19 - 4:00-7:00 pm Show & Shine Car Show ( see attached flyer- we need food trucks) 

 
 

All School Announcements 
 
 
From the Business Office 
Just a few beginning of the year housekeeping items: 

 
●​ Setting up your FACTS account:  Please go to https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/46T5C to update your 

payment schedule for this year. 
 

●​ Have you filled out the Free and Reduced Food Form yet?  A copy is attached at the back of this newsletter.  
(All families need to fill one out). Please hand this in as soon as possible. 
 

●​ Has your student gotten their sports physical if participating in Fall sports and handed it in at the High School?  
(Physical packets can be found on the website under athletics or picked up at the school.) 

 
We pray that you will all have a blessed and great year. 
Thank you. 
 
Job Openings 
We are taking applications for substitute bus drivers and substitute teachers. 
Please go HERE for more information and an application. 
Thank you. 
 
School Pictures Are Coming 
To give you plenty of advance notice, school picture day(s) for students in grades PreK-12 will be on Wednesday, 
October 1 and Thursday, October 2. We have an excellent company that flies in from California to take high quality, 
natural-looking photos of our students. Families, in turn, will receive a link to an online store in case they would like to 
buy any of the pictures. Each child will have different poses to choose from. There are no minimums or packages to 
have to purchase. A schedule of the exact time/day your child’s class will be scheduled for pictures will come out soon. 
Part of Thursday’s slots will serve as make-up times for anyone who missed their photo on Wednesday. 
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Elementary News  
 
 

 
 

Transportation Changes 
If transportation changes are necessary, please contact Val Peywa before 2:15 (12:45 on Thu) so that she has time to 
communicate with classroom teachers and students.  
 
Spelling Bee 
This fall 3rd-8th grade students will have an opportunity to participate in classroom and school spelling bees.  If 
your student would like to get a jump on studying, you can access this year's word list here. 
 
Afternoon Pick-up Routines 
All K-8 student pick-up is designated at the Gravel Loop located behind the Elementary and Middle School. All students 
should be picked up here unless prior arrangements for bus transportation and/or Middle School sports practices have 
been made. While the loop can get busy, having one spot ensures that your students are safe and have adequate 
supervision.  
 
The Gravel Loop is meant to be a single lane. Cars that need to park should pull forward as much as possible (close to 
the church) so other cars can maneuver and keep the line going behind (see diagram below). When it is your turn, 
please pull forward and wait for your student. There should not be two lanes. For the safety of your students, we do not 
want them to be moving in between cars. Upon exiting, please use turn signals, slowly pull out of the lane, and be 
mindful of other cars that may be exiting at the same time. 
 
If you prefer to park in the SFC lot, please walk to the gravel loop to pick up your student. Only those who have a 
student in Pre-K may park by the Elementary School playground as those families have to physically sign out their child. 
If you have students in both schools, you may park there BUT you still need to pick up your other students at the gravel 
loop.  
 
Pick-up time is 3:05 to 3:25. You will find 
students at the Gravel Loop. 
 

●​ After 3:25, students are walked back 
inside to wait in the office where phone 
calls will be made. 

●​ After 3:45, any students still waiting in 
the office will join the After School 
Program with Sarah Marlowe. After the 
second occurrence, the daily fee of $15 
per student will be applied. 

 
Thank you for working with us in keeping 
students safe.  
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This Coming Week: 
Monday- A day 
Tuesday- B day 
Wednesday- A day 
Thursday- B day 
Friday- A day 
 
 

Transportation Changes 
If transportation changes are necessary, please contact Val Peywa before 2:15 (12:45 on Thu) so that she has time to 
communicate with classroom teachers and students.  
 
(See Elementary section for afternoon pick-up expectations) 
 
 
Afterschool Detentions 
Friday afterschool detentions for tardies will be starting next week, Friday, September 12. 
 
 
Upcoming Events (MS only)  
 
Sept 12 - MS Soccer v. Chief @ 7:00pm 
               MS Cross Country @ Laguna (bus leaves @ 12pm) 
Sept 13 - MS Soccer v. Hozho 
Sept 15 - MS Volleyball Away @ Newcomb @ 5pm and 6pm (bus leaves @2:45, returns 9:00) 
Sept 17 - MS Volleyball Home -vs- Crownpoint @ 5pm & 6pm (students go to gym after school) 
 
 
 

 

 

Middle School Matters 

https://www.rcsnm.org/schools/school-calendar.cfm


 
 
 
 

 High School Highlights 

 
 
Half Way Through the First Quarter 
 
This is the fifth week of school.  For some it feels like school has been going for much more than five weeks, for others 
it feels like school has barely begun.  Whatever the case, taking a moment to ask your student to reflect on the past five 
weeks is important. Ask what they have learned or what they have struggled with or what they have enjoyed in their 
classes. Hopefully there will be much to talk about.  Please also assure them that there is time to change things (work 
habits, grades, effort) in the remaining four weeks before the quarter ends.  
 
 
Hispanic Heritage Week 
 
Please take time to review the ways we will celebrate Hispanic Heritage Week next week.  Participating will make the 
week feel festive and show the importance of our Hispanic community at Rehoboth.  
 

 
 
 
Advanced Placement classes, exams, and fees 
 
If your student is in 11th or 12th grade, they may be in an Advanced Placement (AP) class this year. Rehoboth offers AP 
Calculus, AP English, AP Precalculus, and AP US HIstory.  These classes are wonderful opportunities full of academic 
rigor. The classes work toward an exam that is given by the College Board in May. Early in the year AP students are 
asked to register for those AP exams; the deadline for ordering those exams is November 15, so if you or your student 
wishes to change their registration status please let Mr. Weidenaar or the AP teacher before November 15.  The AP 

 



 

exams are given by Rehoboth but are made by the College Board, so they come with an additional fee. That fee is $99 
or $62. The lower price is based upon your free and reduced lunch status, so filling out that form and turning it in at the 
administration office is very important. (You can find it on pages 14-15 of this Parent News).  The fees will be collected in 
the Spring.  
 
Picture Day and Senior Pictures 
 
Picture day is scheduled for October 1 and 2.  Mark your calendars. These pictures will be used for student identification 
and yearbook photos. Even if you do not plan to order pictures, they are still important.  
 
If your student is a senior, our yearbook advisor, Mr. Perkins, (or a member of the yearbook staff) will be requesting a 
suitable senior picture. Please provide that photo in a timely manner, and feel free to reach out to Mr. Perkins with any 
questions you may have regarding that photo.  
   
 
Parent pick-up and drop-off 
 
If you are dropping off or picking up students from the high school, please park in the main parking lot of the high 
school/sports and fitness center. Convenient spots for pick up are the parking spots on the east side of the lot.  In the 
afternoon buses will be parked and loaded on the curb. Please ask your student to walk behind the buses to enter the 
parking lot.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Counseling Services 
 
Rehoboth is in a great position to offer counseling services to high school students. Mr. Ensign is a Licensed Mental 
Health Counselor (LMHC), and he strives to give students tools and ideas to help them better navigate their lives. He 
patiently listens and asks necessary questions to help students glimpse and grasp a flourishing life. If your student is in 
need of counseling students please contact Mr. Ensign (he prefers that you email him at densign@rcsnm.org), or you 
can contact Mr. Weidenaar and he will speak to Mr. Ensign.  
 
 
Grade reports 
 
Grade reports are sent out on Monday afternoons.  Please take a moment to look through the grade report, and please 
ask your student a few questions about that report.  Ask what classes they enjoy, or what they are struggling with, or 
what is happening in specific classes. If your student is struggling in a class or failing a class do assure them that they 
can pass and that they can ask their teachers what will help them raise their grades. If your student is failing a class on 
the grade report they will not be able to travel or play games with their teams. However, those grades can and will be 
changed if students work to change them.  
 
 
Seth Weidenaar 
High School Principal 

 



 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
Hello, 
 
Our School testing day will take place on October 15, 2025. Students grades 9-12 will be testing. Please ensure that all 
students arrive at school on time. Testing will start at 8:05 AM.  
 
We will have a career/college fair on October 15, 2025 from 12:30 PM to 3:05 PM. If you are interested in 
speaking/sharing about your career, please contact me to sign up. 
 
On October 16, 2025 we will host a college showcase with the Daniels Foundation (also partners with the ACE 
scholarship). The event will start at 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM in the High School LC. All RCS students are welcome to attend, 
we have also invited all local schools in sharing this great opportunity. Please see the event flyer attached.  
 
The Animal Rez-Q Inc. is now accepting applications for an opportunity to attend Mid-Western University and 
participate in a week-long camp in October, 2025. If you are interested please stop by my office to pick up an  
application.  
 
 
 

College Preview Days 
 
University of New Mexico-Albuquerque 
 
Fall Preview Days at The University of New Mexico- Albuquerque. The Admissions Office will be hosting three Fall 
Previews this fall, so there are several opportunities available to students to participate. Fall Preview is a great 
opportunity for your students and their families to explore UNM together! Registration is now open for September 20, 
October 25th, and November 8th. Reserve your spot today at the link provided. 
https://admissions.unm.edu/fallpreview/index.html 
 
Eastern New Mexico University 
 
There will be an Open House for any students interested in attending Eastern New Mexico University. This is a great 
way to experience ENMU. Check out campus, connect with faculty and students, discover Greyhound life, explore 
Financial Aid and scholarships, find your perfect major, and more! Register for the October 18, 2025 open house. 
enmu.edu/OpenHouse 
 
Camilla Lynch, Guidance Counselor  
 
 
 

 

 

High School Counselor’s Corner 

https://admissions.unm.edu/fallpreview/index.html
http://enmu.edu/OpenHouse


 
 
 

Inside Scoop 
                 Community Life & Admissions 

 
District code in Family Portal is:  RE-NM 

Family Portal: https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/ 
 
 
 
 
Welcome back for the 2025-2056 school year!  
My name is Kristen Rousseau and I am the new Admissions Coordinator. I just want to say thank you to all of our parent 
volunteers who helped with the David Charles Cross Country Meet last week. We are grateful for your commitment to 
Rehoboth. I am looking forward to this Saturday's event with Rehoboth’s June Camp/End DWI race at Red Rock State 
Park and meeting more parents/families. Next week, we will be celebrating Hispanic Heritage Week. Thank you and 
have a blessed day! 
 
If you’re having trouble creating a FACTS account, stop by my office (located in the Administration Building) and I can 
assist you. Thank you and have a blessed day! 
 
Also, we have a family resource page on our school website where you can find information such as the back to school 
packet, handbooks, school calendar, and parent news.  
 
 
 
 
Invitation to join the Multicultural Committee:  
We are gearing up for this school year’s events and we would like to invite any parents interested in joining the 
Multicultural Committee or if you would like to volunteer at any future events. We are always looking for parents, family 
members, and elders in sharing their gifts, talents, and knowledge.  
 
We gather once a week on Thursday’s in person or virtually if you are unable to meet on campus. The Multicultural 
Committee strives to celebrate the rich cultural diversity of our student body through inclusive events - creating 
opportunities for our community to explore, honor, and grow in appreciation of the many cultural heritages that reflect 
the Kingdom of God. The hours you dedicate can go towards your volunteer hours. For more information, you are 
welcome to contact any of the following members.  
 

●​ Verlena Livingston - vlivingston@rcsnm.org 
●​ Duane Yazzie [K-8th Librarian & EL PE Teacher] -dyazzie@rcsnm.org 
●​ Brenda Mike  [Middle School SALT assistant] - bmike@rcsnm.org 

 
 
 
 
PARENT VOLUNTEER PROGRAM (PVP): 
All families are required to complete 10 hours of volunteering for each school year. When completed with each 
volunteer opportunity, remember to log in those hours. Here is the PARENT VOLUNTEER FORM. Click on the link, 
answer the questions (there are two sections), make sure to click submit on the second portion. Parent Volunteer flyers 
with QR code are posted at the soccer field, window of Mr.Pete’s office, HS/MS/EL offices, concession stand and 
fellowship hall.  
 
 

 

https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/
https://www.rcsnm.org/admissions/schools/resources.cfm
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddjAEXCl-RXFpRNevH0jqdgvAv1v8Q558KULlO0XbxS2Ibkg/viewform


 

 
 
A quick reminder…volunteer hours are 10 per family. Mom, Dad, Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents can also volunteer. 
However, each person needs to fill out a volunteer form of their hours every time it is completed. Also, please put the 
name of the teacher, coach, or principal that you are donating to or RCS staff who is responsible for the event and if 
you’re donating items to please list and give the amount of each item that was purchased. For every $15 spent on 
donations is 1 hour. (For example, $30 worth of candy bars and soda is 2 hours, $75 worth of candy bars, chips, and soda 
would be 5 hours).  
 
 
 
Thank you for completing your Parent Volunteer Hours: 
Carol & Theo Breamer-Bennett​​ ​ ​ Jennifer & Jerry Brown 
Tim & Michelle Becksvoort​ ​ ​ ​ Camilla & Charles Lynch 
Anna & ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Regina Keedah Kevin Zwiers
Colette & Jeremy Mazon 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities: 

●​ Lunch servers needed in the Fellowship Hall from 11:15am to 12:40 pm. Here is the LINK to sign up.  
●​ Helping with the admission gate at any volleyball game, soccer game or upcoming home cross country meet in 

September. LINK to sign up. 
●​ Bring in concession stand items for fundraising 
●​ Purchasing an item off our RCS Staff Amazon Wish List 
●​ 2nd Annual END DWI and support Rehoboth June Camp 10k, 5k & 1 mile walk on Saturday, (Here is Sep 13, 2025

the LINK to sign up for parent volunteer opportunities with this event) We are still needing volunteers! 
●​ For the RCS Music Program, Mr Zwiers and Mrs Christensen are asking for donations for this year’s Fall Carnival. 

A donation of $5, a 12 pack of soda, and a baked item for the cake walk/bake sale. The money can be given to 
Ms. Begay at the HS or Ms. Peywa at the MS.  The money is used to purchase the supplies for the Navajo Taco 
supper and the carnival games.  All of the donations can also count toward your volunteer hours.  A donation of 
$5 and a 12 pack of soda will count as 1 hour of time. If you have any questions, please contact Mr Zwiers or Mrs 
Christensen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Kristen at 505-726-9628, by email at krousseau@rcsnm.org or don’t be 

shy and stop by my office at the administration building.  
 

 
Verlena Livingston (Former Director of Community Life) is no longer associated with the admissions process, please 

send any questions or correspondence to Kristen Rousseau (Admissions Coordinator) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kzwiers@rcsnm.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YsMDv-rPWs98KTi-1F7ukE4vkcERYG0EWtAPXxLq5sw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yphQp53amNzPNoMvdfsTVls4HOm1YTJKGUVGR45lE74/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/1EGWMH4HZDTJG/ref=cm_sw_r_fa_wsv_PjJ.sb08R9JAN?
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BAAqGYhnXhRlWR28sr9vsrjhlX1UJVhqjv5lIcVQWws/edit?gid=0#gid=0
mailto:krousseau@rcsnm.org


 

       Thank you to all the amazing  volunteers that have come  to help serve our students during lunch. We also made 
some adjustments in now serving hot food to our High School students . This coming week we will be celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage week , come celebrate with us by eating  the different types of food we are  serving  for lunch . We will 
also be celebrating it by decorating our Fellowship Hall with Hispanic Decor.   If you know of anyone or interested in 
serving please don’t hesitate to contact us and earn your Volunteer Hours . 
 
​ We are  encouraging kids to drink their milk and eat the food on their plates. Please encourage your kids to eat 
what is on their plate, remember they can speak up and turn down a food item as long as they have 3 items on their 
tray, one being a fruit or vegetable.   
                                                                      
           
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 

straight your paths.   Proverbs 3: 5,6

 

                                                 ALL kids eat FREE!  Take Advantage!    

              

 

 

            Hispanic Heritage Week    

          Menu Week of  Sept.  15, 2025 to Sept. 19 , 2025       

 
 

Food Service  

Monday 
 Sep 15, 2025

Tuesday 
 Sep 16, 2025

Wednesday 
 Sep 17, 2025

Thursday 
 Sep 18, 2025

Friday 
 Sep 19, 2025

B-fast pizza Empanada, 
Fresh fruit and Milk  

Rice w/ Raisins w/ 
muffins, Fresh fruit 
and milk  

Breakfast burritos , 
Fresh fruit and Milk  

Boiled eggs, Toast and 
Fresh Fruit and Milk  

Smoothie w/ 
Granola Bar and 
Fruit and MIlk  

Bean Burritos Tortilla 
Chips , Salsa, Chuck 
Wagon Corn , Fresh 

fruit and milk  

Taco Tuesday w/ 
taco meat, lettuce, 

tomato, cheese, 
Spanish rice, Fresh 

fruit and Milk  

Chicken Red chili 
Pesole, Sopapilla, Tri 
Bell Peppers, Fresh 
fruit and milk   

Tostada w/ Refried 
Beans , lettuce, tomato , 
cheese, Fresh fruit and 
milk  

Chili beans w/ Corn 
Bread, Veggie 
Dippers, Fresh Fruit 
and MIlk  



 

Deuteronomy 31:6  

Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, he is the one 

who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.  

 

 
 

 
Bus Schedule Links 
2025-2026 Bus Schedule 
2025-2026 Early Dismissal (Thursday PM) Bus Schedule 
 

For day of transportation changes, please contact the school before 2:15pm. 
●​ Val Peywa at 505-726-9675 for Elementary/Middle school  
●​ Shawna Begay 505-726-9632 for High School 

For permanent transportation changes please contact Darius Yazzie at dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org or 505-726-9622 
 
Darius Yazzie | Transportation Manager 

Email: dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org 

Phone: (505) 726-9622 

       

 

 

In Gear : Transportation 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10d5APH3B9GRLn8CuA3dvh7UwT42TAsxW/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10cDJu1Kni0PVODH4E_xdWTD_-avkNkdS/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org
mailto:dariusyazzie@rcsnm.org


 
 

I Believe: Athletics 
 

 
Welcome back to a New School Year! HS and MS Fall Sports will start soon. If you have any questions please contact 
your child’s coach. Contact Information is below. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me at 
adrianpete@rcsnm.org. Thank you and GOL LYNX!  

Volleyball - Charlene Chapman, cchapman@rcsnm.org 505-879-8191 

Boys Soccer - Phil Fredriksen, frederiksenphil@gmail.com 505-458-2705 

Girls Soccer - Neil Weeda, nweeda@rrcsnm.org 616-723-4525 

HS and MS Cross Country - Autumn Newell, ajnewell@rcsnm.org 505-862-3156 

Middle School Volleyball - Patricia Chavira (will send her contact info to MS Parents)  

Devotionals for athletes: https://www.fca.org/resources/personal-growt 

DATE HIGH SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Thursday, September 11 5:30 pm- HS Boys RCS Christian Jaquez Soccer 
Tournament RCS vs. Hot Springs 

 

Friday, September 12 3:00 pm - HS Laguna Cross Country Meet 
HS Boys RCS Christian Jaquez Soccer Tournament 
(see attached bracket) 
5 / 6 pm - HS Volleyball AWAY @ Oak Grove (JV,V) 

3:00 pm -MS Laguna Cross 
Country Meet 

Saturday, September 13 
 

HS Boys RCS Christian Jaquez Soccer Tournament 
(see attached bracket) 

 

Monday, September 15  5 /6pm - MS Volleyball 
AWAY vs. Newcomb 

Tuesday, September 16 3:00 pm -HS Girls Soccer HOME vs. Miyamura 
4/5/6 pm - HS Volleyball AWAY vs. Tohatchi(C,JV,V) 
5:00 pm- HS Boys Soccer HOME vs. Miyamura 

 

Wednesday, September 17  5:00/6:00pm - MS Volleyball 
HOME vs. Crownpoint 

Thursday, September 18 4/5/6 pm - HS Volleyball HOME vs. Zuni (C,JV,V)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

mailto:adrianpete@rcsnm.org
https://www.fca.org/resources/personal-growth


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We like to support our community, so if you have any events that you would like to add to Parent News please 
email the information to adminsec@rcsnm.org by Wednesday so it can be added to the Thursday edition of the 
parent news.    

 

Fliers: 

September 19 - CALL FOR FOOD TRUCKS FOR SHOW AND SHINE EVENT 

September 19 - Show N Shine Event 

Free and Reduced Meal Form pg 1 & 2 (please fill out both) 

September 11-13 Christian Jaquez Boys Soccer Tournament Bracket 

September 15-19 Hispanic Heritage Week 

Rehoboth Drama Club Sign-Up 

September Box Tops for Education Letter 

New Mexico Suncats (U-14 Softball) 

Awana Clubs at Grace Bible Church - Wednesdays 

October 3 Fall Carnival 

September 10-11 Gallup McKinley County Humane Society Fundraiser 

September 13  END DWI Run/Walk ( Please see INSIDE SCOOP for parent volunteer hours opportunities for this 
event). 

October 16 - College & Financial Aid Showcase  

October 17/November 1 - Library- Teen Book Club 

Library - Teen Film Production 

San Juan Symphony Orchestra Schedule 

 

 

 

Community Events  

mailto:adminsec@rcsnm.org


 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


