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Table Talk

Bob Ippel, Executive Director

Welcome to Table Talk:
Due to the uncontrolled community spread of the virus we will be providing education online at least until Christmas. .
However, we will continue to provide limited bus service for those who need access to the internet or benefit from
academic support. We are thankful that in the next few weeks we will be able to assist families with hotspots and that
we are able to support families with access to computers. We are also thankful that we have been able to assist families
who are struggling with tuition payments due to job loss or health concerns.
We know that this form of education is far from ideal for most families. Grades suffer, family tension increases and the
emotional toll from isolation can be devastating. Please know that we continually explore ways to address these
concerns and are open to ideas how we can better support you. Communication is key- so let us know!
Board & Committee Chatter:
Did you get your calendars yet? The beautiful 2020-21 Rehoboth School Calendar is available for each family. Stop by
the Administration Building if you did not get one! We are excited to be able to sell greeting cards or prints made from
the calendar paintings of Mr. Elmer Yazzie and Mrs. Autumn Newell. You can purchase at the Administration Office or
use the order form attached to this Parent News.
Thriving During a Pandemic
The isolation caused by the pandemic contributes to depression in adults and children. How do we combat this feeling
of despair and discouragement? Many studies have found that there is a significant connection between serving others
and positive mental health. Some adults and students who worked on last week’s wood cutting project gave testimony
to the transformational power of serving others. Even some of our teachers are trying to build opportunities to serve
within their classes. Mrs. Newell’s fourth/fifth grade students created wreaths to encourage their teachers Mr. Son and
Mrs. Jonkman. Students in Mr. Terborg’s Junior Seminar class cooked a meal for their families and had to repair
something in their home or community. Middle Schoolers are gathering virtually to plan a Christmas Basket project.
Preschoolers are creating signs to celebrate first responders. Each of these activities shift the gaze from self to others. If
you are feeling depressed- consider doing something for someone else. This all sounds backwards and upside down. It
is amazing how God works!
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Upcoming Events
●

November 23-27 - NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Break & Administration office will be CLOSED

All School Announcements
Virtual Encouragement
Daniel Ensign, the elementary and middle school counselor, is putting together a virtual encouragement wall. We know
that families and students are struggling to stay motivated during this time where learning is so different and we want
to encourage one another. So, here’s your job. Create a message of encouragement that Mr. Ensign can post on our
virtual encouragement wall. It can be a video, a picture, a song, a story, a note, whatever! You can send your
encouraging words to densign@rcsnm.org and he will get this created and shared!
Admin Building
The admin building will be closed the week of Thanksgiving. You can call 726-9608 to see if anyone is available to
take a tuition payment. Otherwise please mail payments to PO Box 41, Rehoboth, NM 87322. Thank you.
Last week’s “Wood Outreach”
To all of you who participated in our wood outreach last Sunday I want to give a huge thank-you! We've now been able
to bless 36 families with wood, and 23 just this week. Jesus said, "In this world you will have trouble, but take heart, I
have overcome the world." John 16:33. What a privilege it is to help others take heart. Our hope is that with each load
of wood we are able to provide that it will be a testimony to the truth that there's a God in heaven who loves them,
cares about them, and desires a relationship with them - He doesn't want to "social- distance" from any of us!! Again,
thank you so much!
Kevin Ruthven
Rehoboth Christian School Chaplain
NM-IFOC Senior Chaplain
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Elementary News
My deep hope is that you know how deeply God loves you and how he wants to shape you to reflect his image more clearly.
And in response, what if you knew God so intimately that you’d do anything for His kingdom?

Thankful
While this Thanksgiving may not be what you imagined it would be, there are still so many things to be thankful for. I,
personally, am so thankful for a God whose story is so much bigger than ours. I am also so thankful for the Rehoboth
community. Each of you makes this place what it is and we are humbled to partner with you in the education of your
children. I’d love to hear what you’re thankful for. Feel free to email me! pippel@rcsnm.org
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Open for internet at school
If your child uses the internet at school, they are still invited to come work at school. If you are unsure about sending
them in and don’t have other ways for them to access their learning, please contact Peter Ippel at 505-726-9605 so you
can determine the best learning options for your child.
Open for academic support at school
If your child works with Mrs. Frederiksen, Mr. Mac or Mrs. Huizinga, they are still welcome to come on their assigned day.
If you don’t feel comfortable sending your child to work at school, please contact their academic support teacher to
discuss options!
Spelling Bee
We are working on an online alternative to the spelling bee. This will be held sometime in December. We will give you
more information after Thanksgiving break.
Upcoming Events
November 23-27--NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break
Peter Ippel, Elementary and Middle School Principal

Middle School Matters
My deep hope is that you know how deeply God loves you and how he wants to shape you to reflect his image more clearly.
And in response, what if you knew God so intimately that you’d do anything for His kingdom?

Thankful
While this Thanksgiving may not be what you imagined it would be, there are still so many things to be thankful for. I,
personally, am so thankful for a God whose story is so much bigger than ours. I am also so thankful for the Rehoboth
community. Each of you makes this place what it is and we are humbled to partner with you in the education of your
children. I’d love to hear what you’re thankful for. Feel free to email me! pippel@rcsnm.org
⅞ Zooms Every Monday and Thursday
Check out this video about our new zoom schedule.
Since we are unable to have students in the building for hybrid learning
the three weeks after Thanksgiving break, the 7th and 8th grade teachers
would like to have a set zoom schedule with their students. Every 7th and
8th grader is expected to attend these classes on Mondays and
Thursdays. The schedule reminds you which homeroom your child is in
and will have links to the zoom sessions for each teacher! (it’s on the
distance learning website too)
4

Table of Contents

Parent News 

November 19, 2020

Christmas Gift Baskets
Every year, the middle school students put together Christmas Gift Baskets for individuals and families in need of a
Christmas blessing. Normally we raise money for this through the fall choir concert and by collecting change from
middle school students. Teachers coordinate the effort to allow students to serve.
We know that the need is great this year. Fortunately, we have a group of middle school students who are committed
to making this happen, even though it will be slightly different. This year, we are inviting everyone to contribute items or
money to help us make and distribute the baskets. Check out our Donation List.
There are a few ways to get your items to us. You can put them in the donation baskets that will be on the buses on
material exchange days (Thursday, December 3 and Thursday, December 10). You can also drop of donations at the
Fellowship Hall during meal serving times (11:30-1:00 M, T, Th, Fr) beginning on Thursday, December 3.
If you would like to donate money so that the students can purchase perishable items for the baskets, you can bring
donations to any school office (admin, HS, MS). Thanks!
Open for internet at school
If your child uses the internet at school, they are still invited to come work at school. If you are unsure about sending
them in and don’t have other ways for them to access their learning, please contact Peter Ippel at 505-726-9605 so you
can determine the best learning options for your child.
Open for academic support at school
If your child works Mrs. Huizinga or Mr. Ide, they are still welcome to come on their assigned day. If you don’t feel
comfortable sending your child to work at school, please contact their academic support teacher to discuss options! If
your child needs to be at school to be successful, please contact Peter Ippel to make arrangements. 505-726-9605
Spelling Bee
We are working on an online alternative to the spelling bee. This will be held sometime in December. We will give you
more information after Thanksgiving break.
Upcoming Events
November 23-27--NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break
Peter Ippel, Elementary and Middle School Principal
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High School Highlights
Happy Thanksgiving!
In this year like no other, it has been a bit difficult to find the bright spots that bring smiles to our faces. We’re not able
to travel the way we’d like to or fellowship with family and friends the way we’d like to. In our discussions, we tiptoe
around political topics so that we don’t start another argument in this divided time. The pandemic finds us drained,
irritable, anxious, and a host of other uncomfortable conditions. Things seem so hard . . .
BUT . . .
I’m reminded, and I testify that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ Jesus. The book of Psalms is one of my
favorites because it provides us an opportunity to see interactions with God at all different states of mind and emotion.
We can cry out when we’re afraid. We can rejoice when we are glad. We can question when we don’t understand, and
we can be comforted when we mourn. Take comfort with me, today, in the words of Psalm 16:
Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup;
you make my lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.
I will praise the Lord, who counsels me;
even at night my heart instructs me.
I keep my eyes always on the Lord.
With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
The phrase, “at my right hand” means holding something very close—never out of reach. The Lord is our strength when
we keep him close and fix our eyes on Him. If that’s our practice, then we will not be shaken. At Rehoboth, I’ve found a
community who practices this closeness with God and spurs me on in my own faith. It’s an incredible gift, and I thank
the Lord for it. I pray for each of you that whatever your Thanksgiving looks like this year, you will know that your lot is
secure and that with the Lord at your right hand, you will not be shaken. In that relationship, we can raise our voices and
hearts in thanks no matter what the circumstances.
May each of you find joy this Thanksgiving!
End of the Semester Is Coming!
Believe it or not, after Thanksgiving Break there are only two weeks of classes left before finals week. That means two
weeks for students to raise their grades and turn in missing assignments. I know that motivation and engagement were
difficult for many of our learners at the beginning of the year, but I can’t stress enough how important it is for students
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to be present and engaged in their online classes for the rest of the semester. A failing grade at the semester requires
students to retake the class in the future—either over the summer, in person, or online. All of those options either
increase the academic load on a student or eliminate other choices within their future coursework, and we don’t want
that to happen to any of you!
Student-athletes also need to remember that their first semester grades will determine their eligibility to compete in
sports this spring. All of this is to say: Make the most of these next few weeks, and finish strong! We are here to help in
any way we can, but students need to make the decision to show up and give their best. Thank you all for your support!
RCHS Chapels
This week’s chapel talks about what Jesus meant when He talked about abolishing and fulfilling the law. You’ll receive
some insights into the rabbinical teaching system and how these teachers got their authority. If you have the chance to
watch with your children, take some time to talk through these questions:
1. What is something new that you learned from this chapel?
2. How does the understanding of what it means to fulfill the law change your perspective on Jesus and His
teaching?
3. What needs to change in the way you’re living if you truly submit to the authority of Jesus?
Dan Meester, High School Principal

Counselor’s Update
Office of Navajo Nation Scholarships and Financial Aid - Families of Seniors! If you are a member of The Navajo
Nation, go to www.onnsfa.org and check out the financial aid options that are available for your son or daughter for
next school year. There are opportunities for everyone. Pay close attention to the due dates. Let me know if you have
any questions.
ACT / SAT Testing Dates - The DECEMBER ACT and SAT Tests have been cancelled at the UNM Gallup Testing
Center. Rehoboth will try to do another School Day SAT Testing Day in the spring. Further information will be sent out
at the beginning of the second semester.
ACT / SAT Study Programs and Materials - there are SOOO many options for studying to take the ACT or SAT. There
are many free options and many options that you can purchase.. A good place to start is https://academy.act.org/ and
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice to setup your own individualized study program. Each of these
programs are free. There are also free ACT study guides available at the front desk of the high school.
Scholarships and other Resources - N
 ow is the time to be looking for scholarships and other financial aid
opportunities. To make it each, go to the resources page on the Senior Seminar website. The address is
7
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sites.google.com/rcsnm.org/seniorseminar There are also some other important information in helping best support
students and families as they plan ahead for life after high school.
FAFSA - is open!! Go to fafsa.gov to create your own account. All seniors who are thinking about going to school next
year (4 yr, 2 yr, or trade) should fill out FAFSA. If you have any questions, please email (chuizinga@rcsnm.org), call
(505-726-9662), or stop by.
Chris Huizinga, High School Counselor

Admissions Corner
District code in ParentsWeb is: RE-NM
ParentsWeb login page: https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/
Donor Scholarships Recipients:
Harvey Dine’ Language Scholarship: SunniRose Yazzie (11th) and Charles Lynch (10th)

Landavazo Scholarship: Gwen Rivas (11th), and SunniRose Yazzie (11th)
Lauber Memorial Scholarship: Charles Lynch (10th), Ezekiel Bell (7th), and Kyle Begay
(2nd)
Lighthouse Scholarship: Gwen Rivas (11th), Ryan Jim (10th), Valerie Villegas, (8th), and
Adonijah Bell (7th)
Olson & Visscher Scholarship: Pete Garcia (12th), Adrian Pete II (10th), Aeneas Bia (5th), Kyle Begay (2nd)
Polinder Memorial Scholarship:  Jessica Triplett (12th), S hayton Brown (11th), Wyatt Slover (11th), Reece Black Moon
(10th), & Lucien Lindberg (8th)
Great job students! Thank you to all who applied for our Fall Scholarships. I will be in touch with each family by email
or phone on the next steps. Spring Donor Scholarships will be available in March 2021.
New family & students introductions:
I want to welcome all our new families and our new students who have joined our Rehoboth community this year. I’m
taking some time here to introduce a current family who just enrolled additional students to Rehoboth.
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I’d like to introduce you to the Asamoa-Tutu family.
What brought you to choose Rehoboth for your family?
Sierra grew up at Rehoboth and is a 2002 alum with two family
members on staff Art teachers, Elmer Yazzie (father) and Autumn
Newell (sister). When we moved here from St. Paul, Minnesota in
August, we decided that the closeness of the community at
Rehoboth and the high quality academics was ideal for our
children. Delali has loved being in Ms. Johnson’s class so far!
How have you been spending time these past few months due
to COVID?
We’ve been going outside a lot, hiking, camping and helping with
Cheii’s horses. Unfortunately, the TV is also getting a lot more
attention than it used to.
What are some activities your family misses that you can’t wait
to do again?
We would love to be able to go swimming at a pool and resume
swimming lessons. We are excited to look into the Gallup Aquatic
Center when it reopens! We also look forward to traveling without
the restrictions of COVID.
How has life changed for you as a family due to the pandemic?
The biggest change is staying home, of course. Delali misses
in-person school, Sierra left her job in Minnesota as a therapist and is
now home with the kids full time, and Fidel is a remote employee for
US Bank. We were always running around from place to place in the
city, and now we are homebodies with much more outdoor activity
time. Moving across the country has brought the most change in our
lives this year, although it wasn’t due to the pandemic.

Welcome back Asamoa-Tutu family !
Verlena J. Livingston, Director of Admissions | 505.726.9692 | vlivingston@rcsnm.org
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Food Service Line
A BIG shout out to families that helped me complete Verification! Thank you!

Families whose employment status has changed.
 ny time you have a change in income, complete a new Free and Reduced Household Application!!!
A

Changes… 2020 … the year that nothing remains the same!

We have been in Hybrid mode with school lunches. Losing the kids on campus, creates problems for the meal
program. This year, the more kids meals that we give out at the curb, the better financially it is for the food
program and ultimately the school.
We never knew this pandemic was coming. Our commodity processing orders and pre-ordered foods
(ordered in January ‘20 for this school year for double or triple the kids eating) are still coming in. And our
freezer is full.
Come by the curb and feed your kids, take some for a neighbor’s kids! We will keep making food and meeting
you at the curb.
You can buy an adult meal at the curb as well. Adults are $4 for daily meals.
Free HOT meals at the Curb!!! All children, ages 1-18,
(Do not have to be RCS students, invite your friends),
and students do not have to be present to pick up at the curb, but we love to see them!
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for photos of daily offerings.

Curb Hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 11:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Snow delays: 11:30 -1:00 p.m.
Wednesday or Snow days: No pickup
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Curbside / School Menu
Monday
November 30

Tuesday/Wed Bundle
December 1

December 2

Thursday

Friday

December 3

December 4

Bagels & Cream
Cheese, Apple
Crisps, Juice, Milk

Muffins, Orange,
Grape Juice, Milk

Kix Cereal,
Orange Juice,
Banana, Milk

Pancakes, Fruit,
Juice Milk

Yogurt Parfait
w/Granola &
Grahams, Juice,
Milk

Chicken Tenders,
Rich's WG rolls,
Mashed potato &
Gravy, Rom, Spring,
Gr Tom, Cauli dipper,
Fruit, Milk

Turkey Noodle
Soup, Cheesy
Breadstick,
Goldfish, Rom,
Grape Tom, Celery,
Fruit, Milk

Roast Beef and
Swiss sandwich,
Sun chips, Baby
Carrots, Fruit,
MILK

Cheeseburger, Char
Patty, Tortilla,
Cheddar, Tomato
slice, Romaine,
Oven Fries,, Spring,
Rom, Cuke, Celery,
Fruit, MILK

Lasagna Rollup,
Meat Sauce,
Marzetti
Breadstick,
Steam Broccoli,
Rom, Spring, Gr
Tom, Cuke, Fruit,
Milk

RCS is an equal opportunity provider. Menu subject to change due to product availability.

Sue Eddy, Director of Food Service

In Gear : Transportation
Bus Stops and New Bus Updates:
Due to lockdowns and restrictions we will be running modified routes to bring in students who absolutely need
internet access and academic support. Our furthest north stop that would service students coming in from Window
Rock and Tohatchi will be at the Navajo Shopping Center. The furthest west stop that would service the Houck route
would be the corner of Klagetoh and Blue or the Ace Truck center on the west side. Our furthest Crownpoint stop
will be at Thoreau Senior Center. Our furthest Zuni stop will be at Murphy’s Trading Post. There will be no Gallup
route bus. We will reassess when we are notified when lockdowns and restrictions are lifted.  We will continue to
deliver materials at all stops on Thursday afternoon routes. Please see the modified schedule at the end of
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parent news if your student is riding the bus for internet or academic support. Please refer to the normal
schedule for Thursday afternoon material deliveries.
If you have signed up for school material drop offs, please remember that this will happen on Thursday afternoons at
the designated bus stops and times. If you would like to sign up for the material deliveries or change stops please
refer to the bus schedule and contact Mrs. Lynch at (505)726-9632. Materials that were sent out on a route and not
picked up, will be sorted and delivered back to the elementary school, middle school, and high school.
Rehoboth has received all 6 of our new propane buses!! We are excited to put 6 of the new buses into service. Below
is a list of the 6 new bus numbers and routes:
● Gallup bus #1
● Houck bus #2
● Window Rock bus #3
● Tohatchi bus #4
● Zuni bus #5
● Crownpoint #6

Jonathon Terborg, Transportation Director

I Believe: Athletics
For the Athlete: I do not trust in myself. I do not boast in my abilities or believe in my own
strength. I rely solely on the power of God. I compete for the pleasure of my heavenly father, the
honor of Christ, and the reputation of the Holy Spirit. RCS Student-Athletes Devotionals
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NMAA Update:
● No updated information on sports from NMAA. Once information is communicated, I will let you know.
● Basketball is proposed to start in January but must be approved by the Governor of New Mexico. She has
not yet approved it.
Athletic Practice & Workouts:
-

RCS has decided to take a 2 week break from workouts. No workouts will be conducted this week and next week.
Enjoy time with family and Happy Thanksgiving.

Adrian Pete, Athletic Director

Community Action
If you have any community event that you would like to add to Parent News please email the information to
adminsec@rcsnm.org by Wednesday so it can be added to the Thursday edition of the parent news.
Looking for a hotspot near you? Here is a website by the NM Dept. of Information Technology (NM DoIt) with a map
to help you connect to a hotspot that is nearest to you. If there are any problems, there is a form to fill out which will
alert the NM DoIt department.
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