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Table Talk 
Bob Ippel, Executive Director 

 
Welcome to Table Talk 
On March 11 and 12, 2019 Rehoboth staff, students and parents gathered together for Parent Teacher Conferences. By 
the end of conferences on Thursday night it was clear that this new coronavirus was going to impact our lives like we 
never had imagined.  A world of virtual learning, social distancing, masks, sanitizing, shutdowns and lockdowns became 
the new norm.  Unfortunately 6 months later we are still trying to figure out new ways of living in a world of a pandemic. 
 
I want to say thank you to parents, students and staff as we navigate this world together.  I hate sending a text alert 
saying “please check an important email” because those emails often contain news of some change that is required as 
we navigate the situation around us. I think we are all finding that continuous change is mentally, emotionally and 
physically exhausting.  We long for predictability and stability. So I want to say thank you for your patience  and 
understanding even though you may be drained. Thank you too for being willing to try new ideas to make our situation 
better.  
 
The October Parent teacher conferences will be another attempt at adapting to the reality of the virus. This year Parent 
Teacher conferences will happen from September 28-October 16. All teachers have been asked to reach out to the 
parents of their students in the next three weeks.  Teachers will communicate with parents regarding options for these 
meetings in terms of time and platform (telephone, zoom meeting, in person..)  Communication has never been more 
important as teachers, students and parents journey together in a Rehoboth Christian Education.  
 
Board & Committee Chatter:   
On Monday, September 28 the Rehoboth Christian School Board will meet. Since their last meeting, much work was 
done through committees. The Education and Personnel Committees revisited the 2020-21 school calendar to propose 
some adjustments because of the pandemic. The Land Use Committee,  Campus Planning Committee and Community 
Engagement Committee all looked at different facets of land on or around Rehoboth campus.  The Finance Committee 
reviewed how Rehoboth is doing financially. The Campus Safety Committee suggested steps to make the campus less 
accessible at night. These are just a few examples of topics discussed by the committees.  Each of these committees 
will give a  report to the Board.  Sometimes the report will include an action item which requires the approval of the 
Board.   One action item for the Board this week will be the approval of the revised calendar.  Please continue to refer to 
Board and Committee Chatter as a way to  keep up with topics being addressed.  
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Upcoming Events 

 
●  September 28- October 16  - Parent Teacher Conferences (See “Welcome to Table Talk”) 
●  October 20-23 - School Pictures 

 

 
All School Announcements 

 
School Pictures 
From Tuesday October 20 through Friday, October 23, we will have photographers from Still Light Studios on campus to 
take high-quality yearbook photos of our students (Check the link to see examples of their awesome work). They will 
also be available for special sessions with seniors or even family sessions during those days. Families can choose what 
photos to order from an online link they will receive after their sessions, but there is no obligation to buy. As the dates 
get closer, you’ll be notified about the times for your regular school pictures and the opportunity to book your extended 
sessions. 
 
Substitutes needed for PreK and Early PreK:   
Must have an interest in working with young children and be able to pass a background check and fingerprinting. 
Interested?  Apply at https://www.rcsnm.org/about/employment.cfm.  Questions?  Contact Rehoboth Early Childhood 
Center Director Eryn Hannink at (505) 726-9613 or ehannink@rcsnm.org.  Thanks! 
 
Administration Office: 
Our normal business hours are 8:00am -4:00pm.  If you need to drop off a payment or talk to someone after 4:00pm 
please call ahead and let us know as there may be someone in the office till 5:00pm.  We will also have envelopes 
available outside the door so that you can drop payments or papers off through the drop slot in the door.  Thank you. 
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Elementary News 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
We love having families come into school and we’re disappointed that we don’t get that opportunity this year.  For 
parent teacher conferences this fall, the elementary teachers will be contacting each family to discuss your child’s 
progress.  This could be a virtual meeting or a phone meeting. Teachers will be in touch about the times that they are 
available.   
 
Get Your Books Here--Online Book Fair! 
Mrs. Barker is hosting an online scholastic book fair from September 14-27.  A great way to get books for your children 
to read and support the library program.  Check out her letter or go straight to  the online book fair. 
 
From the Counselor 
This is Not Forever Storybook  
 
Caregivers, there is a lot to process with the reopening of school. It's difficult to provide as much assistance and 
resources as I'd like because there's a fine balance of providing information VS overwhelming with information. 
However, we are giving at least one Social Emotional Learning (SEL) per week on different topics and passing other 
resources along in other ways to teachers, caregivers, and students. The good news is, with most of the country doing 
virtual learning more than ever before, there are so many good resources to sift through! This storybook "This is Not 
Forever" is one of those resources I'd like to share with you as a child-friendly way of processing COVID.  
 
I mentioned in orientation that my hope was to make phone contact with every student in K-8 every 2-3 weeks. This 
was an optimistic goal and has not come to fruition like I'd hoped, BUT i'm still working my way through the list as often 
as I can. If there's anything I can assist with PLEASE give me a call at 505-726-9634 or email me at densign@rcsnm.org. 
Thankfully, I've had several conversations over the first 3+ weeks and can keep track of student mood/concerns over 
Closegap, but I'm still excited to check-in as often as I can.  
 
Closegap 
Mr. Ensign has prepared a video explaining Closegap in more detail.  One common mistake he addresses is thinking that 
there is a “right answer” on Closegap.   
 
Meals for Hybrid Students 
All students are eligible for free breakfast and lunch this school year!  What a blessing.  If students choose to bring a 
lunch, please make sure that they don’t bring anything that needs to be heated up.  We don’t have microwaves available 
for students to use since meals are not in the Fellowship Hall.   
 
Week of October 12 
The week of October 12 will be a different week.  All learning will be online for all students due to days off at the end of 
the week.  So, there will be no hybrid students at school on Tuesday, October 13.  Then, students will have October 15 
and 16 off!   
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Upcoming Events 
September 28-October 14--Parent Teacher Conferences (virtual or phone)--Scheduled with your child’s classroom 
teacher 
September 29--Tuesday Hybrid 
October 2--Friday Hybrid 
October 6--Tuesday Hybrid 
October 9--Friday Hybrid 
October 13--NO HYBRID  
October 15--No School (fall break for families, PD for teachers) 
October 16--No School (fall break for families, PD for teachers) 
October 20-23--Picture Days--More details to come!   
 
Peter Ippel, Elementary and Middle School Principal 
 

 
Middle School Matters 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences 
We are still working out the details of how exactly Middle School parent teacher conferences will work.  A few things to 
note. 

1)  If students are doing well in classes, you will not be required to participate in conferences, however you still 
can request to participate in conferences!   

2) For some students, we may offer a sort of “group conference” over zoom where teachers will talk you through 
the progress report and their class and then you can choose to meet with that teacher individually if you have 
more questions or concerns.   

3) For other students, teachers may work with you to set up an individual conference where you can specifically 
discuss your child’s progress and any concerns you may have! 

Keep your eyes peeled for more information about conferences as we work through the details!   
 
From the Counselor 
I mentioned in orientation that my hope was to make phone contact with every student in K-8 every 2-3 weeks. This 
was an optimistic goal and has not come to fruition like I'd hoped, BUT i'm still working my way through the list as often 
as I can. If there's anything I can assist with PLEASE give me a call at 505-726-9634 or email me at densign@rcsnm.org. 
Thankfully, I've had several conversations over the first 3+ weeks and can keep track of student mood/concerns over 
Closegap, but I'm still excited to check-in as often as I can.  
 
Meals for Hybrid Students 
All students are eligible for free breakfast and lunch this school year!  What a blessing.  If students choose to bring a 
lunch, please make sure that they don’t bring anything that needs to be heated up.  We don’t have microwaves available 
for students to use since meals are not in the Fellowship Hall.   
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Closegap 
Mr. Ensign has prepared a video explaining Closegap in more detail.  One common mistake he addresses is thinking that 
there is a “right answer” on Closegap.   
 
Another Way to Get Books! 
Mrs. Barker is hosting an online scholastic book fair from September 14-27.  A great way to get books for your children 
to read and support the library program.  Check out her letter or go straight to  the online book fair. 
 
Week of October 12 
The week of October 12 will be a different week.  All learning will be online for all students due to days off at the end of 
the week.  So, there will be no hybrid students at school on Monday, October 12.  Then, students will have October 15 
and 16 off!   
 
Upcoming Events 
September 28--Monday Hybrid 
October 1--Thursday Hybrid 
October 5--Monday Hybrid 
October 8--Thursday Hybrid 
October 12--NO HYBRID  
October 15--No School (fall break for families, PD for teachers) 
October 16--No School (fall break for families, PD for teachers) 
October 20-23--Picture Days--More details to come!   
 
Peter Ippel, Elementary and Middle School Principal 
 

 
 High School Highlights 

 

Coming Next Week: A Weekly Pacing Guide 
The RCHS faculty and staff is noticing that a good portion of our students are having difficulty budgeting their time 
appropriately each day, especially when it means making daily progress on assignments that might not be due until the 
end of the week. Starting next week, the teachers will be releasing a pacing guide featuring all of the RCHS classes on 
Monday of each week that will indicate what students should be accomplishing each day and not just listing the days 
that assignments are due. Then, during our students’ Monday Zoom meetings, teachers will go over the pacing guide 
with their classes and have each student write down what assignments she/he should be working on during each day of 
the week. It’s our sincere hope that this will help students budget their time more effectively and avoid the 
overwhelmed feeling of having a lot of work remaining toward the end of the week. Parents, you will receive an email 
with the Pacing Guide on Monday as well. 
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Parent-Teacher “Conferences” Are Coming 
Instead of in-person conferences this year, RCHS is giving teachers a 3-week window to contact the families of each of 
their students by phone to discuss their progress in class so far. The window begins next week (9/28) and goes through 
Friday, October 16. Be on the lookout for communication from the teachers about when your call is coming, and think 
about the kind of information that would give teachers further insights into what is working well and what can be 
improved for your learners. 
 
RCHS Chapels 
This week’s chapel continues to explore the beliefs, practices, and people who shaped the culture of Jesus’ day, and you 
can watch it with the link here. You’ll learn about two passionate groups of people—the Zealots and the Pharisees, and it 
should make for some good discussion with your family!  
 
Next Week’s Online Schedule 
Please remember that students must attend their online class meetings in order to participate appropriately and earn 
the passing grades they need.  
 

  Monday 9/28  Tuesday 9/29  Wednesday 9/30  Thursday 10/1  Friday 10/2 

1:00-2:00pm  Period 2  Period 3  School Closed for 
Cleaning 

Period 5  Period 7 

2:00-3:00pm  Period 1  Period 4  Period 6   
 

Dan Meester, High School Principal 
 

 
Counselor’s Update 

ACT / SAT Testing Dates - there are so many questions regarding college entrance testing.  Due to COVID-19, many 
schools are making test scores optional for the admission process to the 21/22 school year.  There are still many 
scholarships that require test scores.  The next available SAT test in Gallup will be November 7.  The next available ACT 
test will be December12.   
 
ACT / SAT Study Programs and Materials - there are SOOO many options to studying to take the ACT or SAT.  There 
are many free options and many options that you can purchase..  A good place to start is https://academy.act.org/ and 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice to setup your own individualized study program.  Each of 
these programs are free. 
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NM College Fair - The New Mexico College Access Council will be hosting a Remote College Fair from Sept. 14 - 19.  This 
will be a GREAT time to check out a lot of the regional public and private schools.  Students can register at 
https://nmcac.org/  

Chris Huizinga, High School Counselor 
 

 
Admissions Corner 

District code in ParentsWeb is:  RE-NM 
ParentsWeb login page: https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/ 

New Family Introductions: 
I want to welcome all our new families to our Rehoboth community.   I’m taking some time here to introduce some of 
them and have asked them some questions to share about their family.  
 
I’d like to introduce you to the Isaacson family from Gallup, NM: 

What brought you to choose Rehoboth for your family?  
Our family has been in the Gallup area for most of our lives. 
In that time, Rehoboth has always had a reputation for 
being a wonderful learning environment for the students. 
We learned of the many ways Rehoboth has adapted to the 
challenging COVID-19 pandemic and knew it was the best 
option for our children.  We genuinely appreciate the 
reception we have had by Rehoboth.  
 
How have you been spending time these past few 
months due to COVID? 
We have found ourselves on hiking trails in McGaffey more 
often than we did prior.  

What are some activities your family misses that you can’t wait to do again? 
We eagerly await getting back on the soccer field. 
 
What are you looking forward to this school year for 
your child? 
We are excited to see the heightened student-teacher 
interactions while remote learning is necessary and the 
smaller student-teacher ratio when he is back in the 
classroom.  
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Welcome Isaacson famil y!    

 
Donor Scholarships: 
Fall donor scholarship will be available next week Thursday, October 1st.  A link will be provided to a webpage for 
students or parents to download the applications.   These applications can be returned by email or dropped off at the 
administration office.  Most require a writing piece by the applicant and have other requirements, please review 
thoroughly.  All applications are then sent to the donor or a representative chosen by the donor to read and select the 
recipient.   
 
We are very grateful for the donors who have established scholarships with Rehoboth and have set-up additional 
opportunities for families to be blessed. Some of these scholarships are in memory or in honor of an individual who was 
connected to Rehoboth as a student or teacher.   
 

Verlena J. Livingston, Director of Admissions | 505.726.9692 | vlivingston@rcsnm.org 
 

 
Food Service Line 

Grab and Go breakfast/lunch program: We are excited to let you know that all area schools may now feed anyone 
ages 1-18 through the Grab and Go breakfast/lunch program at no cost! Because food is now more accessible in your 
own communities, we will no longer be delivering the bundles on our bus routes. We ask that you choose the public 
school closest to your home if that is most convenient.  
 

Rehoboth will be serving curbside meals Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays from 11:30-1:00. This will include a 
lunch and breakfast for each youth. On Tuesdays you will receive a “bundle” which would include breakfast and lunch 
for Wednesday. This is open to anyone in the community and will allow us to provide hot meals again. We will NOT be 
open from 4:30-5:30 for meals. (However we will be available for school material pick up on Thursdays from 
4:30-5:30pm at the Fellowship Hall.) 
 
Please note that we STILL need to have everyone fill out their Free and Reduced USDA meal application as we use this 
information to determine other federal assistance for educational programs at our school. For example, our Title I and 
Title II monies are dependent on this information. Thanks for your help in making sure these forms are filled out 
completely and correctly. Email dstewart@rcsnm.org  if you have any questions. 
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Menu  
Monday  Tuesday/Wed Bundle  Thursday  Friday 

September 28  September 29  September 30  October 1  October 2 

BF: Granola Bar, 
Yogurt, Fruit, Milk 
 
Lunch: 
Chef Salad (Salad 
Greens, Tomato, 
Boiled egg, Ham, 
Turkey, grated 
cheddar, Croutons) 
Graham Crackers, 
Ranch, Fruit, Milk 

BF:  Pancakes, Syrup, 
Fruit, Milk 
 
Lunch: 
Mac & Cheese, Santa 
Fe corn, Pretzel 
Goldfish,Celery, Fruit, 
Milk 

BF: Frosted Mini 
Wheats, Banana, 
Milk 
Lunch: 
Turkey w/ Cheese 
on Sliced Bread, 
Chips, Baby 
Carrots, Fruit, Milk 

BF:  Cinna Minis, Fruit, 
Milk 
 
Lunch: 
Pulled Pork 
Sandwich, Santa Fe 
Corn,  Baked Beans, 
Cucumbers, Fruit, 
Milk 

BF: Frudel, Fruit, 
Milk 
 
Lunch: 
Lasagna with Meat 
Sauce, House salad, 
(greens, tomato, 
cucumbers) 
Grahams, Fruit, Milk 

RCS is an equal opportunity provider. Menu subject to change due to product availability. 
 
Sue Eddy, Director of Food Service 
 

 
In Gear : Transportation 

Yesterday the Navajo Nation re-issued the Stay at Home order that had been in place since last spring. The September 
22 directive states that this order will remain in place for “at least the next 7 days.” Unfortunately there has once again 
been an increase in the number of people testing positive on the Navajo Nation. The hope is that the order will once 
again help decrease the spread. Please note that the 57 hour weekend lockdown has also been reinstated. 

How does this impact Rehoboth Christian School? This affects the transportation of our students 

We will not be providing transportation to some communities until this order is lifted. See the updated bus 
schedule below:. 

● Window Rock and Crownpoint routes: busses  will not run the AM routes for student transportation. They will 
run the PM routes for materials on Thursday afternoons. 

● Zuni Bus Route: busses will run normal  
● Gallup Hub Bus Route- busses will run normal 
● Tohatchi Bus route will stop at: 
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○ Navajo shopping center(7:30am & 3:45pm)  
○ Corner of 1st and Wilson (7:40am & 3:33 pm)  
○ Larry B Mitchell Rec center (7:45am & 330pm)  
○ Safeway parking lot (3:40 pm dropoff ONLY) 

● Houck Bus route will stop at: 
○ Corner of Klagetoh and Blue Hill (7:20am & 4:15pm)  
○ Ace Truck Service (7:25am & 4:05pm) 
○ Viro Park (7:35am & 3:50pm) 
○ Indian Hills Baseball Field (7:50am & 3:35pm) 

We will still be able do the homework/food delivery on Thursday, September 23 to ALL normally scheduled PM stops. 

Once the stay at home order is lifted we will resume all routes with the times listed at the end of the Parent News.  

Jonathon Terborg, Transportation Director 
 

 
I Believe: Athletics 

 
For the Athlete: I do not trust in myself. I do not boast in my abilities or believe in my own 
strength. I rely solely on the power of God. I compete for the pleasure of my heavenly father, the 
honor of Christ, and the reputation of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Scholastic Eligibility: The End of Quarter 1 is approaching. Quarter 1 ends October 9, 2020. 
Student-Athletes planning on participating in sports for Quarter 2 need to be passing their 
classes in order to participate. All students who want to participate in sports need to have a GPA 

of 2.0 or higher and No F’s in any classes. If a student fails one or more of their classes for Quarter 1  they are ineligible 
for sports for Quarter 2.  
 
If a student fails one or more classes for Semester 1 they are ineligible for sports for Semester 2. Parents, please check 
on your child’s grades. The homework/assignment sheet is back up to see what teachers are assigning and what is due 
per week. A reminder, a failing grade for a class at Rehoboth Christian HS is 69 or below.  
 
Just an update when each sport will begin: Please prepare and mark your calendars for these dates: 
   

Volleyball and Cross Country: October 5, 2020 
Basketball: January 4, 2021 
Soccer: February 15, 2021 
Baseball, Softball and Track: April 5, 2021 

 
RCS Athletic Packets 20-21: due before the first day of practice. Please return packets to Mr. Pete at Rehoboth Christian 
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High School. Packets need to be reviewed by Mr. Pete for COVID-19 reasons,  so please turn in as soon as possible.  
 
Volleyball and Cross Country Voluntary Workouts have started. Please contact the Head Coaches for the schedule of 
their workouts:  

Charlene Chapman - Head Volleyball Coach -- cchapman@rcsnm.org Cell Phone 505-879-8191 
Elmer Yazzie - Head Cross Country Coach -- eyazzie@rcsnm.org Cell Phone 520-975-9176 

 
HS Boys Basketball started workouts in the weight room and gym. Please contact Coach Kevin Zwiers on days and time.  

Kevin Zwiers - Head Boys Basketball Coach - kzwiers@rcsnm.org Cell Phone 505-870-5617 
 
 
Middle School Sports: Volleyball and Cross Country Practices will start on October 5, 2020. We will send out a practice 
schedule next week for middle school. Please get your packets in. Volleyball will be for 7th and 8th grades only for our female 
students and Cross Country will be for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders for our male and females students. .  
 
7th/8th Grade Volleyball Practices: Week of Oct 5-9, 2020. Students will need to be dropped off and picked up for practices.  
 

Day and Place  Time 

Monday, October 5, 2020 @ Rehoboth SFC   3:15 pm - 4:30 pm  

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 @ Rehoboth SFC  3:15 pm - 4:30 pm  

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 @Rehoboth SFC  3:15 pm - 4:30 pm  

Thursday, October 8, 2020 @Rehoboth SFC  3:15 pm - 4:30 pm  

Friday. October 9, 2020   NO PRACTICE 

 
Middle School Cross Country: Workouts can begin for Middle School Cross Country Runners starting September 28, 2020. If 
you wish for your child to start getting back in shape please contact Coach Elmer Yazzie for days and times. Thank you.  
 
Here are a list of our coaches and their email:  

7th and 8th Volleyball - Gabby Barton - gabriellebarton15@gmail.com  
6th, 7th, and 8th Cross Country - Elmer Yazzie and Autumn Newell  - eyazzie@rcsnm.org and ajnewell@rcsnm.org 

 
 
RCS Student-Athletes Devotionals ---  
https://fcaresources.com/search/site?retain-filters=1&f%5B0%5D=type%3Adevotional 
 

High School Transfers: Any questions please feel free to contact me at adrianpete@rcsnm.org. If your child is a High School 
transfer student and is interested in Sports at the High School and now attending Rehoboth Christian High School. please 
contact me at adrianpete@rcsnm.org. Thank you.  
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RCS Track and Soccer Field  

● The track and field will be open from 7 am to 4 pm this week.  

 

Here is the link for our High School Volleyball Schedule 2020.  

● We will be live streaming through NFHS Network for our home volleyball games this year. Updates will be provided 
on our home volleyball games on spectators and fans.  

● RCS Middle School Volleyball Schedule is being finalized. Once done, we will inform you.  

● Changes can happen to our schedule and once they do, we will inform you.  

Varsity Cross Country Schedule 2020 

 
★ Oct 10 @ Tohatchi  
★ Oct 17 @ Miyamura  
★ Oct 24 @ Oak Grove (ABQ) 
★ Oct 31 @ Gallup  
★ Nov 7 @ Rehoboth  
★ Nov 14 @ St. Pius (ABQ) 
★ Nov 21 @ Kirtland  

★ Nov 28 @ District A/2A Meet @ Rehoboth  
★ Dec 4-5 @ NMAA State Cross Country Meet  

● Currently due to NMAA Guidelines, Fans are 
not allowed at cross country meets. If 
anything changes we will inform you.  

● JV and Middle School Cross Country 
Schedules are still being finalized.  

 

Adrian Pete, Athletic Director 
 

 
Community Action  

If you have any community event that you would like to add to Parent News please email the information to 
adminsec@rcsnm.org by Wednesday so it can be added to the Thursday edition of the parent news. 

Looking for a hotspot near you?  Here is a website by the NM Dept. of Information Technology (NM DoIt) with a map 
to help you connect to a hotspot that is nearest to you. If there are any problems, there is a form to fill out which will 
alert the NM DoIt department. 
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Navajo Nation Spirit Week: 
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See changes in “In Gear:Transportation” section regarding routes due to the Navajo Nation lockdown.  
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