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Table Talk

Bob Ippel, Executive Director

Welcome to Table Talk! A place for great informal conversation! I am sure some of you have been seated around a
table for hours after a great meal- chatting, laughing, planning or maybe even crying. Gathering around a table with
friends and family is a great experience- especially if these are people who welcome you with open arms and allow you
to be honest with your joys and your struggles. Often our family will engage in “happy, crappies” so everyone can share
the highs and lows of their day or week. We hope that Table Talk will be a forum where we can gather and share ideas,
dreams, concerns and “happy crappies” as we do life together as a school community.
Our school community is unique when you look at the beautiful diversity. There are few Christian Schools in the United
States that are as ethnically, economically, politically and denominationally diverse as Rehoboth. We have a great
chance to learn from each other. We have a great opportunity to practice empathy as we put ourselves in the lives of
others. We have a lot to talk about! The table is prepared! Looking forward to a great school year!
By the way if you think others might be interested in joining us at the table, share this video with them!
Board & Committee Chatter:
Rehoboth Christian School is governed by the Rehoboth Christian School Board. The Board is made of parents and
alumni who have been elected for this position. The Board meets each month. Board members are also on a variety of
committees that meet each month. The committees are made of board members, Rehoboth staff and other association
members (alumni, parents…) This section of the Parent News will keep you informed in terms of topics with which Board
and Committees are discussing. Here is a list of Rehoboth’s current board members.
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Upcoming Events
●
●
●

Education Committee Monday, August 31
Community Engagement Committee Tuesday, September 1
Thursday, September 10th  Retirement Celebration for Mr. Pete Goudzwaard, Mrs. Short Holwerda and Mr. Jim
Holwerda on Thursday evening. More details coming!

All School Announcements
● Remember that meals are provided on Mondays and Thursdays. There will be 3 breakfast/lunches
provided on Mondays and two breakfast/lunches provided on Thursdays. Please see the schedule on
page 13.

Elementary News
Welcome Back
It was wonderful to see your smiling faces last week during orientation. It reminded us all why we are doing what we
are doing! We hope that even though students are working online, you feel welcomed at the table here at Rehoboth
Christian School. The teachers are working hard to ensure that every child feels a part of their classroom community.
We are also working on ways to welcome families that desire it to our physical tables here at school one day a week.
There will be more information coming about hybrid learning by Monday of next week. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if there is anything you need. This is a different time for everyone, but it’s helpful to remember that we are
all in this together, by the grace of God.
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Helpful Resource!

Daniel Ensign, our elementary and middle school counselor found this resource that might be helpful for you as you
navigate this very different way of doing school. Click on the link or any of the images to access the full document!
Back-to-School Care Package
Communication
● Please communicate with us frequently. Make sure that your child is completing assignments and turning them in
the appropriate way. There are great opportunities in this for teachers and students to communicate!
● Students should check in with closegap. This helps us keep track of how your child is doing since we can’t see each
other face-to-face.
● Plan to attend scheduled zoom meetings...we know that tech issues can arise, so be patient and gracious (if your
child is using the internet at school, we know that they will miss zoom meetings the first 3 weeks because they don’t
arrive here until 10am when elementary zoom meetings end. The classroom teacher will check in with them while
they are here).
● Let us know if your child is sick (or not able to work because of a doctors appointment and things like that) so we
won’t worry when we don’t hear from them.
● Read parent news! Everything you need to know is here.
Wednesdays?
Wednesdays are the day that teachers have to prep, catch up, put together materials, check in on students, learn more
about online and hybrid teaching and so much more! They will be working hard at school to ensure that Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday contain the best possible learning experiences. This doesn’t mean that your child can’t
do anything on Wednesdays. It will be a great day to catch up on missed learning activities, read for fun, get good
exercise, create art, cook together and more. If you need more ideas or resources, let us know and we can work
together to make sure that Wednesday is still a great learning day (even if it’s learning things other than school
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subjects). You may not hear feedback from teachers or answers to lesson questions, but they will be sure to connect
with you Thursday!
Peter Ippel, Elementary and Middle School Principal

Middle School Matters
Welcome Back
It was wonderful to see your smiling faces last week during orientation. It reminded us all why we are doing what we
are doing! We hope that even though students are working online, you feel welcomed at the table here at Rehoboth
Christian School. The teachers are working hard to ensure that every child feels a part of the middle school community.
We are also working on ways to welcome families that desire it to our physical tables here at school one day a week.
There will be more information coming about hybrid learning by Monday of next week. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if there is anything you need. This is a different time for everyone, but it’s helpful to remember that we are
all in this together, by the grace of God.
Helpful Resource!

Daniel Ensign, our elementary and middle school counselor found this resource that might be helpful for you as you
navigate this very different way of doing school. Click on the link or any of the images to access the full document!
Back-to-School Care Package
Communication
Here are some ways for you to communicate with us and ways that you can expect us to communicate with you!
● Students, check in with closegap--this is how we will know that middle school students are “at school” each day.
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●

●

●

●

Students, plan to attend scheduled zoom meetings...we know that tech issues can arise, so be patient and gracious.
Let a teacher know if you are unable to make it for some reason. Zoom meetings are a great way to build
community, connect with classmates, and see your teachers. They are also part of your grade for each class in
Middle School.
Students, if you don’t know what to do, reread the directions! Then, check with a classmate. Then, email (or google
hangouts) your teacher. If you still need help, or it’s a bigger question than just one class, feel free to get in touch
with me! pippel@rcsnm.org
Parents, let us know if your child is sick (or not able to work because of a doctors appointment and things like that)
so we won’t worry when we don’t hear from them. Communicate this with each of your child’s teachers or let Ms.
Peywa know and she will pass it along (505-726-9675).
Parents, read parent news! Almost everything you need to know is here.

Wednesdays?
Wednesdays are the day that teachers have to prep, catch up, put together materials, check in on students, learn more
about online and hybrid teaching and so much more! They will be working hard at school to ensure that students have
the best possible learning experiences. For your child, this is a great day to continue learning. They could work on any
assignments that they got behind on over the course of Monday and Tuesday. If they’re all caught up, they can read a
book, work ahead, cook, exercise, make art, practice band instruments…The list could go on and on. Encourage your
child to take a break from screens on Wednesdays since they’re on screens for learning the other days of the week.
Help your child make Wednesdays productive and engaging.
Peter Ippel, Elementary and Middle School Principal

High School Highlights
Welcome back, high school families! I’m so proud of our faculty and staff. They have put in a tremendous amount of
time and effort into the start of this year, and I hope that you and your children are experiencing the benefits of that
preparation and organization. Thank you for coming to our orientation days last week and helping us achieve 100%
attendance! That’s a real testament to the partnership between Rehoboth and your efforts at home. Keep coming back
to check this space each week for the latest updates from the high school for your families.
First Quarter Schedule
RCHS classes will be online only for the first quarter, and we will determine the best way to move forward with the
remainder of the semester based on COVID safety and virus statistics in the weeks ahead. Our number one priority is
the health and safety of you and your children, so we appreciate your flexibility as we provide the most consistent
learning environment we can.
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Each week, high school students have assigned online meetings with their teachers. The information on all of those
meetings is available in each teacher’s Google Site or Google Classroom, but for your convenience it’s also in the chart
below. Teachers take attendance at these virtual meetings, with fewer points of contact, it’s vital that students are
present and participating every day. Teachers are also available to your children in the mornings and on Wednesdays
for questions, conversations, and anything else they need. We are here for you!

RCHS Online Meeting Times for Quarter 1
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1:00-2:00pm

Period 2

Period 3

N/A

Period 5

2:00-3:00pm

Period 1

Period 4

N/A

Period 6

Friday
Period 7

Bad Internet? We Are Here for You!
We realize that not everyone has reliable internet in their homes. If your children need a place to work with reliable wifi,
we have our large LC space set up with tables distanced from each other to provide a safe environment for students.
Rehoboth busing is available for these purposes, and the hours of availability are 10am-3pm on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday. Contact Mrs. Camilla Lynch if you are interested at (505) 726-9632. Please take earbuds or
headphones with you for your Zoom meetings so that we aren’t disturbing each other during those times.
Orientation Booklets
Some of you have asked for additional copies of the Distance Learning Guidebooks that were distributed during
Orientation Week. Click this link for a soft copy of the book, full of helpful information and advice to help your child
succeed as we start the year.
RCHS Chapels
Each Wednesday, your children will receive an “assignment” from Mr. Meester’s Google Classroom that is the chapel
video for the week, along with some thought questions. On the first Wednesday of each month, we plan to livestream a
time of praise and worship as well. Watching these messages or worship times as a family can be a terrific starting point
for great conversations that lead to spiritual growth. This year, chapels will dive deeply into the book of Matthew, with
its special message of welcome for everyone into the Kingdom of God—especially the people the world labels as
“outsiders.” This content fits very well with our school theme of welcome and enfolding, P
 reparing a Table. Here’s the
link for this week’s chapel.
Face to Face Opportunities
Our teachers miss seeing all of you and your children! We have some creative folks in our group, and they are already
cooking up some different opportunities to bring small groups of students together for some meaningful activity and
6
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much-needed social time. Wednesdays appear to be a good spot for these points of contact, so stay tuned for more
information. No one will be forced to attend, and groups will be limited to numbers in accordance with safety guidelines.

Food Delivery
If you are signed up for lunch delivery to your bus stop, please remember to come pick up what has been prepared for
you. Attempt #1 this week left us with a lot of unclaimed food, and we don’t want to waste our resources. Thanks for
your attention and cooperation!
Dan Meester, High School Principal

Counselor’s Update
ACT / SAT Testing Dates - there are so many questions regarding college entrance testing. Due to COVID-19, many
schools are making test scores optional for the admission process to the 21/22 school year. There are still many
scholarships that require test scores. Check out the latest testing information and upcoming test dates at act.org (ACT)
or collegeboard.org (SAT). We will be hosting our own official SAT testing in October for seniors and in March 2021 for
juniors. This will be an opportunity for our students to take the official SAT test in a familiar setting and during the
school day (not on the weekend at large testing centers). If your senior is interested in signing up for the October test
and you haven’t let me know yet, please do (chuizinga@rcsnm.org).
ACT / SAT Study Programs and Materials - there are SOOO many options to studying to take the ACT or SAT. Each
week, I’ll add different options, programs and apps that students can use. There are many free options and many
options that you can purchase.. A good place to start is https://academy.act.org/ and
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice to setup your own individualized study program. Each of
these programs are free.
College / University Virtual Visits - Many colleges and universities are setting up virtual visits to schools this fall.
Instead of sending a rep to our high school, they are putting together different online opportunities for students to
attend, hear about their school and programs, ask questions, and request more information. I will be sending out
different opportunities throughout this fall. If you would like any information regarding any of these virtual meetings,
please let me know. ALSO, if there is any school that you would like to hear more information about, please let me
know and I will work to line up something.
●
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●
●

Q and A time about the application process TONIGHT (Thursday) from 6:00 - 7:00 pm MT. Register at
https://rebrand.ly/NMnominations
UNM's BA/MD program is holding a presentation online TOMORROW (Friday) from 4:00 - 4:30 pm MT.
Register at https://unm.secure.force.com/events#/list Instructions will be given on how to join the meeting.
NAU, GCU, and UNM's reps have also reached out to set up a time for our Rehoboth seniors who are interested
in their programs. Please let me know if you are interested and I will work on setting up some times.

NM College Fair - The New Mexico College Access Council will be hosting a Remote College Fair from Sept. 14 - 19. This
will be a GREAT time to check out a lot of the regional public and private schools. Students can register at
https://nmcac.org/
Chris Huizinga, High School Counselor

Admissions Corner
District code in ParentsWeb is: RE-NM

ParentsWeb login page: https://re-nm.client.renweb.com/pwr/
New Family Introductions:
I want to welcome all our new families to our Rehoboth community. I’m taking
some time here to introduce some of them and have asked them some
questions to share about their family.
I’d like to introduce you to the Damon-Mallette family from Gallup.

What brought you to choose Rehoboth for your son?
We wanted our son to be in a positive learning environment where doing one's
best is the norm. We heard from family members that RCS was such a school.
Also, when we watched a family member's nephew play basketball last year, we
observed well-mannered students in the gym, as well as a healthy atmosphere
overall. We discussed what we heard and saw, and decided that RCS is a
school in which our son can develop into a well-rounded, kind, responsible, and
healthy young man.
How have you been spending time these past few months due to COVID?
We mostly have been walking and hiking, cooking together, reading, watching and discussing movies and TV
shows, and playing games that help Miles learn different skills.
8
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Welcome Damon-Mallette family!
If you are interested in participating, you are welcome to contact me by email or phone.

Looking Back...
In case you missed it, we have a Back-To-School Information packet with a supply list and other information. I’ll be
highlighting some information from the Back-To-School info packet in this “Looking Back” section for a couple of
weeks.

ParentsWeb or Renweb is a portal for parents to use as a tool to view your student’s information. For parents with
elementary students the teacher contact information is in the student tab. Parents of middle and high school students
can view their child’s grades and schedules in the student tab. ParentsWeb is also where parents can access the school
directory, update personal information with the school as well as change preferences, for example, to receive text
messages. Parents can also use this portal to re-enroll for the next school year when it becomes available.
For new parents, you will have to create a new account from the parentsweb login here. If you have any problems, you
can contact me or the school administrative assistants who can help you as well.
Immunization records for New Students:
Parents will be notified within the next week if we do not have immunization records
for your new student. It is required by the New Mexico Department of Health to
have immunization records on file for enrollment. Click here for more information.
Verlena J. Livingston, Director of Admissions | 505.726.9692 |
vlivingston@rcsnm.org

Food Service Line
Welcome back Students and Parents,
We are excited to begin the school year even though there are logistical issues that have been a challenge for those of
us on the Kitchen Staff. We are happy that we are able to still provide meals even during this time of Online .
9
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On Monday most meals were not picked up. We hope that with the reminders that were sent out that families will be
able to meet the bus. Curbside for Gallup residents has been open and is going well. We provide three meals on
Mondays and the two meals on Thursdays. Students on campus for the internet will be offered lunches each day.
Please note that your child’s status as a free, reduced or full pay student is based on the application that you filled out
for the Food and Service Nutrition Service of the USDA.  Call the school immediately if you have not completed a form.
If your F&R form is not filled out completely, you will be getting a call from us to gather corrected information or it will
be mailed to you.

Menu
Monday Bundle
Delivery on
Monday,
August 31

Thursday Bundle

September 1

September 2

Breakfast(BF):
Granola Bar, GoGurt,
Fruit, Milk

BF:
Pancakes,
Syrup, Fruit,
Milk

BF:
Frosted Mini
Wheats, Banana,
Milk

Lunch:
Chef Salad (Salad
Greens, Tomato,
Boiled egg, Ham,
Turkey, grated
cheddar, Croutons)
Graham Crackers,
Ranch, Fruit, Milk

Lunch:
Roast Beef &
Cheddar
Panini, Sun
Chips, Jicama,
Fruit, Milk

Delivery on:
Thursday,
September 3

September 4

BF:
Cinnamon Rolls, Fruit,
Milk

BF:
Cherry Frudel, Fruit,
Milk

Lunch:
Lunch:
Ham & American Sub Sandwich on French
on Sliced Bread,
Roll (Turkey, Ham,
Smart Pop , Baby
American, Pepperoni),
Carrots, Fruit, Milk Chips, Cucumbers, Fruit,
Milk

Lunch:
Turkey & Provolone
Wrap, Cucumber,
Sunchip, Fruit, Milk

RCS is an equal opportunity provider.
Menu subject to change due to product availability.
I thank you for your input on the Sunbutter Sandwiches that were in your snack bags last week. . The consensus is that
the sandwich is a good idea but tastes odd. After we run out, we will not serve them anymore. Thanks for being our
taste testers! I am grateful that we can serve our families during this time. I look forward to seeing the students back
10
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on campus. Please let me know if you want to add meals, subtract meals or if you have any questions. I can be
reached at seddy@rcsnm.org or 505-870-9085
Sue Eddy, Director of Food Service

In Gear : Transportation
Hello RCS families,
Welcome to a new year. It was wonderful to meet many of you at this year's orientation. While the start of this year is
very different we are going to do our best to transport students, food and materials in a timely manner. Please look at
the updated route schedule on page 13 to see when our school buses/vehicles will be arriving. Until further information
is known about school schedules this route plan is for transporting students who are in need of internet, food service
deliveries and school materials. Please contact Mrs. Lynch at 726-9632 (clynch@rcsnm.org) or Mrs. Peywa at 726-9675
(vpeywa@rcsnm.org) to make changes.
Thank you
Jonathon Terborg, Transportation Director

I Believe: Athletics
Welcome to the 2020-21 School year. This school year Rehoboth Christian School will have
Athletics but many changes will happen.
Just an update when each sport will begin: Please prepare and mark your calendar for these
dates.
Volleyball and Cross Country: October 5, 2020
Basketball: January 4, 2021
Soccer: February 15, 2021
Baseball, Softball and Track: April 5, 2021
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RCS Athletic Packets 20-21 are due before the first day of practice. Please return packets to Mr. Pete at Rehoboth Christian
High School.
Volleyball and Cross Country Voluntary Workouts will begin the week of September 8, 2020. Please contact the Head
Coaches for the schedule of their workouts.
Charlene Chapman - Head Volleyball Coach -- cchapman@rcsnm.org Cell Phone 505-879-8191
Elmer Yazzie - Head Cross Country Coach -- eyazzie@rcsnm.org Cell Phone 520-975-9176
RCS Student-Athletes Devotionals --https://fcaresources.com/search/site?retain-filters=1&f%5B0%5D=type%3Adevotional
Any questions please feel free to contact me at adrianpete@rcsnm.org. If your child is a High School transfer student and is
interested in Sports at the High School and now attending Rehoboth Christian High School. please contact me at
adrianpete@rcsnm.org. Thank you.
Adrian Pete, Athletic Director

Community Action
If you have any community event that you would like to add to Parent News please email the information to
adminsec@rcsnm.org by Wednesday so it can be added to the Thursday edition of the parent news.
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